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T he Premier League has come a long way since the time when EPL Talk first launched

in November, 2005. The popularity of the league has grown by leaps and bounds around
the world. But the biggest change has been the way that football fans experience the
league via the Internet.

The Internet phenomenom has created a whole sub-culture of forums, video sites, social
communities, podcasts and blogs all revolving around the topic of the Premier League
and its teams.

So, in this '‘Best Of EPL Talk' guide, we bring you the articles that stand the test of time
that were featured in the EPL Talk blog from 2006 through 2007. The topics covered

range from World Cup 2006 TV coverage to memories of what English football used to
be like, a trip to England to experience the Premier League in-person, and much more.

Enjoy the articles and join us at epltalk.com for daily news and analysis of the Premier
League.
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Premier League Soccer More Exciting Than Pigskin
January 5th, 2006 By The Gaffer

1tOs official. According to scientists in America, soccer is the worldOs most exciting sport.
Finally, we have evidence we can share with the Osoccer sucksO crowd.

But wait. The report notes that in the past 10 years, baseball is considered more
entertaining than English Premier League soccer. One reason may be because the
Premiership has become so predictable (how many teams other than Chelsea, Man
United and Arsenal have won the EPL in the past decade?).

Read the article at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/4581374.stm

Add your comment.
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Graeme SounessOs Biggest Mistake
January 23rd, 2006 By The Gaffer

Graeme Souness knows his days are numbered. And itOs his own fault. His extremely
negative attitude the past few weeks when answering questions from the press has had a
detrimental effect on the teamOs play.

HeOs been clutching on to the injury excuse for a while now, but the fact remains that
NewcastleOs performance since last summer has been very lacking.

Contrast this with Rafa Benitez. In January of last year, Florent Sinama-Pongolle
became the 11th first-team player to suffer a long-term injury at Anfield that season
following problems for Cisse, Chris Kirkland, Milan Baros, Xabi Alonso, Harry Kewell,
Vladimir Smicer, Luis Garcia, Steven Gerrard, Antonion Nunez, Steve Finnan and
Josemi.

What was BenitezOs reaction to the injury pileupn the November 28th, 2004 edition of
The Guardian newspaper, he said: OIf you lose your two main strikers, all the other
things change. Only time can sort that out, and hard work. If you are working properly,
normally you will win, but if you have problems it might take time. | cannot promise we
will win the next match, or the match after that, but | can make sure we are properly
prepared.O

And how did his captain Steven Gerrard respond in the same article? OThings are
difficult for us now, so weOve got to show some courage. You either go hiding or you
show a bit of character. The manager is the same. HeOs been really unlucky with injuries,
but heOs told us not to think about them. HeOs not looking for excuses.O

Liverpool, of course, shrugged off their injuries and went on to win the Champions
League. It just goes to show what a positive attitude and drive can have on a team N and
it starts at the top.

Add your comment.
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ABC/ESPN Coverage Does US No Favors
June 12th, 2006 By The Gaffer

It hasnOt been a good few days for the United States. While
many die-hard soccer fans have had to wince at the
weekend®s World Cup coverage from ABC, the situation was
made worse today by ESPNOs sycophaWorld Cup Live pre-
show and a heavy 3-0 loss against the Czech Republic.

Before the Czech game, ESPN®¢orld Cup Live team of Rece

Davis, Alexi Lalas, Eric Wynalda and Julie Foudy hyped up the US team by naming
them USOs Ofinest teamO and their Obest team in history.O Come on people, youOre
supposed to be objective!

Especially criminal was how ESPN showed the US national anthem being played before
the match, and the second it was over, the broadcaster broke to commercial thereby
skipping the Czech anthem completely. That was a slap in the face to Czech fans in
North America, and non-partisan soccer viewers.

During the match, US lead commentator Dave OOBrien did better than he did during
yesterdayOs Mexico vs Iran match (when OOBrien, again, appeared to Oslow downO the
tempo of the game with his slow and deliberate commentating).

ESPN drolled out too many statistics throughout the 90 minutes of the US match and, to
make matters worse, the trivia facts were displayed as on-screen graphics blocking the
bottom portion of the screen during important moments of the match.

This afternoonOs defeat is a wake-up call for the US and for ABC/ESPN. LetOs see how
they respond on screen and on the field in the coming days.

Add your comment.
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Soccer America Drinks ABC/ESPN Kool-Aid
June 13th, 2006 By The Gaffer

This World Cup is exposing two different camps in

the US. On one side, you have those broadcasters
and media who are Oin bedO with US Soccer such as
ABC, ESPN and Soccer America.

On the other side, you have those who are willing to
say it like it is such as GolTV, EPL Talk, World
Soccer Daily, The 2 GOs and others.

For example, this is what Ridge Mahoney from

Soccer America magazine said inhis article from

this past Friday regarding World Cup coverage in
the States:

OAny fan who gets all agitated about announcers while all 64 matches of the worldOs
greatest sporting event are being shown live without commercial breaks is way too
wound up about secondary matters.O

Is he stupid? The commentary can make or break a game. And this World Cup we have
plenty of choices such as Univision and Setanta to turn to. We shouldnOt be bowing to
ABC and ignoring their glaring mistakes just because theyOre showing the matches.

Add your comment.
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Not Every Englishman is Following The World Cup
June 18th, 2006 By The Gaffer

Cash Peters is one of the funniest persons on radio today. You may have heard his
interviews on Marketplace (from NPR) or on BBCOs Five Live.

| thought itOd be interesting to interview Peters regarding the World Cup or what team
he supports (he is English, after all). HereOs his hilarious response (see below). For more
Cash Peters,go here.

Oh, 10m sorry to disappoint you, but | have absolutely zero knowledge
of, or interest in, sport of any kind. | didnOt even know the WorldCup
was happening until a customer service guy | was on the phone toat
American Express asked me outof the blue if | knew how Ghana were
doing, and | thought, OWhat an odd thing to sayO.

So unfortunately 10d be wrong for your podcast. But good luck with
it anyway.

Best
Cash.
Add your comment.
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ABC Drops Another Clanger
June 24th, 2006 By The Gaffer

| have to admit that ABC commentator Dave
00OBrienOs work is improving as each match unfolds,
but the man is as passionate as a dead fish.

Perfect example was one of the key moments of
todayOs Germany against Sweden second-round
match. With Germany leading two-nil in the early
stages of the second half, Sweden went down the
flanks and attacked. HereOs exactly what OOBrien
said, in his deliberately slow and monotonous tone:

Olbrahimovic breaking away, nice pass into the box. And there will be a whistle and a
foul inside that box. Finally a call going against Germany in the second half.O

What!? This was a penalty! Not simply a Ofoul inside [the] box.O OOBrien was so
understated and unethusiastic in calling the penalty. In fact, the word Openalty® wasnOt
even mentioned by OOBrien until Marcelo Balboa chirped in a few seconds later. TV
viewers watching ABC, handicapped by only what we can see on the screen, werenOt even
sure whether it was a penalty (until Balboa made the call). And | wonder, | really

wonder, whether OOBrien realized that a Ofoul inside that boxO equaled a penalty in the
rules of soccer.

Unbelievable!

Add your comment.
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Champions League Better Than World Cup
July 4th, 2006 By The Gaffer

As a tournament, there is no equal to the World Cup. ItOs a
30-day magical mystery ride for teams, players, fans and
TV viewers at home.

That said, however, | disagree with many that this is the

best tournament in years. The first round matches

arguably have been the strongest in recent memory with

some very entertaining games. However, the second

round, quarter finals and semi-finals have been anti-

climatic. The stars didnOt show up. 4-5-1 formations have been used too frequently. The
standard of officiating has been disappointing, and there have been too few goals.

Consider this unpopular opinion, though: | believe the Champions League is more
entertaining than the World Cup. Gulp, IOve said it. Yes, | know. 1tOs sacrilegious. With so
much of an international flavor in the top teams these days, clubs like Barcelona, Real
Madrid, Chelsea, AC Milan, Manchester United, Juventus and others have become Oall-
starO teams featuring the best players in the world on one team.

Take this yearOs Champions League final, for instance. Read through these line-ups and
remember how many of them had a great impact during this yearOs World Cup:

ArsenalQs line-up was: Jens Lehmann (Germany), Sol Campbell (England), Ashley Cole
(England), Emmanuel Eboue (Ivory Coast), Kolo Toure (Ivory Coast), Gilberto Silva
(Brazil), Francesc Fabregas (Spain), Aleksander Hleb (Belarus), Freddy Ljungberg
(Sweden), Robert Pires (France) and Thierry Henry (France).

Barcelona, meanwhile, lined up as follows: Victor Valdes (Spain), Edmilson (Brazil),
Marquez (Mexico), Olequer (Spain), Puyol (Spain), Deco (Portugal), Giuly (France), Van
Bommel (Netherlands), Van Bronckhorst (Netherlands), Ronaldinho (Brazil) and EtoOo
(Cameroon).
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1tOs not just the Oall-starO aspect of the tournament. As a whole, the Champions League
matches appear to be played at a faster pace. Plus, the matches are played during the
OprimeO of the season rather than post-season when players are physically exhausted
after enduring approximately 60 matches for their club.

Add vour comment.
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Barry Glendenning from The Fiver
July 6th, 2006 By The Gaffer

Many of you may already know the name Barry Glendenning, but if
you donOt heOs one of the most entertaining football writers in the
business today. Glendenning writes for The Guardian newspaper
and you can see his work inThe Fiver newsletter, minute-by-minute
match reports, and more.

| contacted him this week to see if he would like to be interviewed for an upcoming EPL
Talk Podcast. HereOs his humorous response:

While I'm very flattered that you're so short of football celebrities you want to
interview me, the whole idea of being a journalist/podcaster answering questions
posed by another journalist/podcaster on the subject of journalism/podcasting
doesnOt appeal to me. Indeed, recording podcasts doesnOt even appeal to me, but
| have to do them so thatOs that. To behonest, the work IOve done on the the
GuardianOs World Cup site and podcast is fairly routine and dull and desk-based,
so | canOt imagine that anyone would be interested in hearing about it for 20
minutes - it definitely ainOt a spectator sport. So without wanting to sound like

a curmudgeonly old git, IOd rather pass and retain whatever small sliver of

dignity and mystique | have left..

Apologies again for being a pernickety old grump,
Barry G.

Add your comment.
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The Demand for Premiership Tickets
July 11th, 2006 By The Gaffer

Last season, because | have relatives in Liverpool, | purchased one of LiverpoolOs
membership cards. Without it, youOre unable to buy tickets online or at Anfield stadium
(or so they tell you). As it turned out, | didnOt make the trip across the pond but | still
retain the card, just in case.

To illustrate the demand for Premiership tickets, yesterday | received a letter in the mail
from Liverpool Football Club. The correspondence read:

Ol am delighted to invite you to apply for a Priority Ticket Scheme (PTS)
membership for the 2006-2007 season. Your membership gives youa 1in 2
chance to purchase a ticket for each Premiership home fixture in advance of
general sales. One PTS membership allows you to apply for one ticket per
match. There are 5,000 tickets available for every match and, with 10,000
members, you have a one in two chance of being successful for each match.O

So how much does the Priority Ticket Scheme membership cost you ask? Fifty British
pounds, which is $90.

If N and only if N | was a die-hard Liverpool fan who could catch a bunch of Liverpool
home matches during the course of the season, then IOd consider it. But $90 is pretty
steep just for being granted a 50% chance of gettingone ticket. What if | wanted to
bring my wife or one of my mates?

Add your comment.
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Blogging From Chicago: Chelsea v MLS All-Stars
August 4th, 2006 By Christopher Schachter

Arrived safely in Chicago, shocked and amazed that they speak the PresidentOs English
outside of New York City. You see, except for the occasional trip to visit my brother in
SW6 and dragging my fiance on the Stamford Bridge Grounds Tour (10 pounds and a
bargain at that), | rarely leave the concrete hell | call home. Never fly ATA, itOs crap.
There was gum stuck on my seat. No Gallas on board, heOs disloyal for trying to break his
contract. No Ashley Cole on board heOs loyal for trying to break his contractE

Toyota Park, AEG and MLSOs newest addition to the company store (hey, the players get
their checks from the league and only the hot dog vendors get paid by the OClubO in this
league, right, bizarre) is a pretty park, located between an airport, four highways and
situated within a 5 mile radius of some rather depressing office park facilities. Yes, itOs in
the middle of nowhere. As | arrived MLS All Stars (minus Landon Donovan, Clint
Dempsey, Taylor Twellman and Pablo Mastroeni, but starring Freddie OHypeO Adu)
were training.

Chelsea arrive in 4 hours, IOm gonna phone that dude in Scotland for the keys to
invisibility and cloister myself in the dressing room, itOs small and JoseOs head is bigEthe
security here is laughable. A bunch of kids comprise the OEvent Staff,O if you walk by
them looking pissed they step aside.

ESPN, the company that basically took over ABC sports, where | used to work (now | put
soap operas and news on the air), is mashing on graphics and doing interviews with

MLS (that was me yawning). Mitch Green is the game producer, he played soccer on
scholarship at Colorado College and has produced major college football, golf, college
hoops and has been involved in 3 World Cups for ABC/ESPN. Yes, he knows his stuff, |
kid you not and he was given the thankless task of teaching Dave OOBrien (everybodyOs
fave Baseball announcer) world football on the fly during the tournamentEnot too much
pressure. He tells me that while producing live on the air, heOd be furiously writing the
history of the game on index cards going through stacks of Oem over the month, 22 or so
games and tossing them in front of both OOBrien and Marcelo Balboa. He mentioned
that OOBrien, known as one of the nice guys in a cut throat business, really



underestimated the complexity and nuances of the game and itOs glorious history. Oh, by
the way, Eric Wynalda (did he even try to learn anything prior to stepping on set at
ESPNOs Bristol, CT studios) was gonna interview Bruce Arena, but the new coach of the
Red Bull has left town, gettinO ready for Barca | guess.

Add your comment.
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Premiership TV By The Numbers
August 17th, 2006 By The Gaffer

| thought itOd be interesting to take a look at the number of English Premier League
matches shown on TV in the US during the first week of this Premiership season and
compare it to a similar week from last year. HereOs what | discovered:

¥ 20% increase in number of EPL matches shown on Fox Soccer Channel*

¥ 66% increase in number of live EPL matches shown on Fox Soccer Channel**

¥ 140% increase in number of EPL matches shown on FSC & Setanta combined
(compared to just FSC last year)***

¥ 233% increase in number of live EPL matches shown on FSC & Setanta
combined (compared to just FSC last year)****

*Number has increased from 5 to 6; ** Number has increased from 3 to 5; *** Number
has increased from 5 to 12; **** Number has increased from 3 to 10.

Add your comment.
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5 Biggest Surprises During the Premiership Break
August 18th, 2006 By The Gaffer

1tOs been 104 days since the 2005/2006 Premiership season ended. In that time, weOve
consumed the World Cup, watched several friendlies and counted down the days until
the August 19th kickoff.

But the Premiership break is more newsworthy for the events that didnOt happen:

1. Where did all the Italians go? After the match-fixing scandal, the
anticipated exodus from lItaly never happened, and most of the Italians who did
leave moved to Inter Milan or Real Madrid. | guess the Italians must really love
their mediterranean culture and abhor the cold, wet weather of the British Isles.

2. No major signings other than Shev and Ballack . Chelsea was smart
enough to secure their two big targets before the World Cup commenced. But
since that time, there have been very few high profile transfers from overseas.
The closest fit would be Didier Sokora and Dimitar Berbatov to Spurs, Benni
McCarthy to Blackburn, Dirk Kuyt to Liverpool and Tomas Rosicky to Arsenal.

3. No World Cup transfer frenzy . After the conclusion of the 2002 World Cup,
the transfer market heated up with several big signings at that time especially
involving Senegal (Diouf going to Liverpool was one example). This time, the
market has been extremely quiet.

4. Exit stage left . Two of the hottest strikers in England refused to stay with their
clubs. Hernan Crespo went to Inter Milan, while Ruud van Nistelrooy joined
Real Madrid. Both of these teams will prosper from those players, while United
and Chelsea will rue their decisions.

5. Martin OONeill resurfaces . Many thought he was waiting in the wings for the
Manchester United slot, but OONeill surprised many by taking the Aston Villa
manager job. | truly believe itOs a smart move. ItOs a club with a lot of history and
potential, and a fantastic stadium. And whatever OONeill does will be an
improvement and heQOll end up a hero.



Your Stories of How You Became a Football Fan
August 22nd, 2006 By The Gaffer

It was the 21st of December, 1979. | was
just 10 years old, living in the remote
countryside of Wales a million miles
away from the hustle and bustle of
America.

That night, one of my best friends Neil
invited me to attend a football match
along with his father. Little did | know that the experience would change my life.

It was a division two match, which would now be considered the equivalent of the
Championship League, between Swansea City and Orient. Swansea was approximately
25 miles away, so we set off by car for the midweek match.

Approaching SwanseaOs antiquated Vetch Field ground, my senses were bombarded with
the new sights, sounds and smells. The tall floodlight pylons pointing the way to the
ground. The approach to the turnstiles where grubby old men collected money and
allowed entry to the throngs of people. Walking up the steep embankment of the North
Bank, hearing the fans chanting new songs I0ve never heard before and there, suddenly,

| saw the expanse of the ground, the green pitch shining from the glare of the floodlights
and the thousands of fans dotted around the concrete terracing.

The football that night, | remember, was pretty drab. Swansea lost one-nil to a equally
poor side. However, the match and the whole experience was enough to make a
permanent impression on me and IOIl never forget the night for the rest of my life.

Add your comment.
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Empty Seats at Premiership Matches Continue
August 28th, 2006 By The Gaffer

While MiddlesbroughOs defence was as
porous tonight as their security (two fans
ran across the field in fancy dress
costumes during the second half), the
match at Riverside Stadium revealed
another disturbing fact: All those empty
seats.

We broached the topic last week after BoroOs home match against Chelsea. But in that

match and others, the commentators have dismissed the low crowds as being a result of
people still on holiday. Although the holiday claims may sound plausible, | donOt believe
them for a second.

While not scientific, | reviewed BoroOs home attendances for the beginning of last season
and compared them to now. HereOs what | discoveredWhen Boro lost 3-0 at home
against Charlton on August 28, 2005, the attendance was 26,206. TonightOs attendance
was 24,834. The capacity of Riverside Stadium is 35,100. BoroOs attendance for the
Chelsea match last week was 29,19850 attendances are down for Boro and there are
more empty seats than last year. But the issue is not just at Middlesbrough. Throughout
the Premiership, fans are voting with their feet regarding the high priced tickets for
matches.

While the prices are high for Middlesbrough fans ($45 to $60), how does that compare
with a ticket to a NFL game? To go see the Miami Dolphins game against Buffalo Bills in
September, tickets run anywhere from $39 to $250 (with $39 being in the nosebleed
section, something Boro fans donOt have to worry about). Of course, there are far fewer
NFL matches during a season, but the comparison is interesting nonetheless.

Add your comment.
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The Business of Football: Inside One Premiership Club
August 31st, 2006 By The Gaffer

Everything is not smelling like roses in English football.
While weOve been reporting the past couple of weeks about
the number of empty seats at Premiership grounds, the
British press N surprisingly N has neglected the topic
focusing instead on the transfer merry-go-round.

So, for football fans alike N especially those that are
Newcastle United ones N itOs interesting to read a web site
called NUFC Finances. While not new, itOs one of those
sites where you wish every football club had one. Exhaustive research, fascinating
numbers and revealing content. It gives you a rare glimpse into the transactions of a
football club and asks some very pointed questions about what Newcastle is doing with
the money plucked from its fans.

Some of the interesting statistics and revelations on the site include:

¥ The breakdown of revenue since the 1997-98 season showing how much money
comes from shirts, TV, sponsorship, gate receipts and even catering,

¥ Gate receipts for Newcastle have almost doubled from 2000 to 2005,

¥ How much the board members are making in terms of salaries,

¥ Profits and losses, and much more.

While the site design is low-tech, the information makes for fascinating reading. Just
click on the links near the top of the page and prepare to be amazed.

Add your comment.
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Did Anyone See the Luxembourg-Netherlands Match?
September 3rd, 2006 By The Gaffer

How many of you out there had the OpleasureO of watching the live televised match today
between Luxembourg and Netherlands?

In all of my years of watching football on TV (nearly 30), this was the worst coverage
IOve ever seen. Although 10m sure it wasnOt SetantaOs fault, it did make Setanta look poor
in my opinion.

For those of you who didnOt see it, hereOs what happened: During the beginning of the
match it seemed that the wrong video feed was being played. Sure, we were able to see
the match but while you were watching, the live video started rewinding, then fast-
forwarding, then pausing and back-and-forth for several minutes. It almost seemed that
they were playing the wrong video feed and the feed that was being played was the one
from the video editing room.

To make matters worse, the camera angles were horrible. At times the camera was
zoomed so close to the action on the field that you couldnOt see what else was going on
around the player. Othertimes, the camera would zoom in and zoom out making me feel
sick from the motion.

As all of this was happening, the commentator appeared silent for the most part, but
now and again he made some comments alluding to the fact that OweOre back again,0
only for the video to carry on with its horrible display again.

And, of course, we canOt forget the audio. It sounded as if the commentator was speaking
from a tin box. A crawl across the bottom of the screen apologized for the audio

technical difficulties, but why one wasnOt displayed to apologize for the video difficulties,
|IOm amazed.

| managed to watch the Dutch score their only goal of the match, and then quickly
turned it off. Hopefully the coverage didnOt get worse from there, but this was the first
match IOve ever watched on TV that was unwatchable.



IOm guessing that the coverage had nothing to do with Setanta, and that they were at the
mercy of the company providing the feed for the video and audio. But my oh my 10ve
never seen a football match look so bad. It makes you appreciate the job that TWI does.

Add your comment.
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Llanddewi Brefi Supports Sheffield United
September 13th, 2006 By The Gaffer

Thanks John Giriffin for the pic.

Add your comment.
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Are Besiktas Fans The Loudest On Earth?
October 20th, 2006 By The Gaffer

For those of you who missed SpursOs 2-0 -
away victory against Besiktas in the 7
UEFA Cup last night, consider yourself
unfortunate for two reasons.

First, Tottenham put on a brave and
admirable display against a solid Turkish
team. Spurs looked surprisingly
confident when they began the match.
Throughout the match, they were patient,
passed the ball around well with Huddlestone and Berbatov especially having good
matches.

It was Berbatov who scored SpursOs second scintilating goal, twisting and turning
around a defender and goalkeeper before burying the ball into the net. The sensational
skills from Dimitar Berbatov were reminiscent of a certain Diego Maradona.

Second, the Besiktas fans created one of the best atmospheres 10ve experienced across
the TV in years. From the moment the match started until after it ended, they were
singing louder and more passionately than any British club. Inside the 30,000 seater at
the Inonu Stadium, the fans could have been mistaken for Tottenham supporters
because almost everyone inside was wearing white and black. Reason being is that the
majority of the Besiktas fans wear black and white and are nicknamed the Black Eagles.
The turnstiles opened four hours before the match and the fans started streaming in
then. According to the commentators, the fans had gathered and started partying seven
hours before the match!

Add your comment.
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Struggling Pearce Calls For Managerial Transfer Window
October 28th, 2006 By The Gaffer

Manchester City manager has called for a transfer window for managers, whereby they
can only be sacked and bought during the January and August transfer windows in the
Premiership.

Is he out of his mind? What business in todayOs world (or any previous time) would
agree to being told when they could and couldnOt fire someone?

Sorry, but Stuart Pearce has gone down several levels in my estimation. He needs to stop
complaining and start producing results on the field. Has he lost the plot or is this a
mere blip in his managerial career?

Add your comment.
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The Price To Pay To See Arsenal Football Club
November 1st, 2006 By The Gaffer

YouOre now less than 17 days away from
experiencing a one-of-a-kind online
journey through the Premiership

courtesy of EPL Talk. As we get closer to
the Okick off,0 10l keep you updated on
what the ticket purchasing experience is
like, what itOs like dealing with the
different clubs, and what you can expect
to see and hear first-hand during my trek
to England.

Depending what the result is from ArsenalOs decisive match today against CSKA
Moscow, the Gunners next Champions League match could be crucial. If Arsenal beats
CSKA, then a win or a draw in their November 21st match at home against Hamburg
would be enough to qualify them for the next stage of the glamor tournament.

When | was originally planning my trip to England a couple of months ago, one of the
main reasons | picked November 17-26 was because | knew Arsenal would be playing at
home in the Champions League.

While itOs been a simple process purchasing tickets for the Fulham and Blackburn home
matches, the Arsenal experience has been more challenging due to the greater demand
for tickets and the way Arsenal operates.

To give you an idea of how difficult it is to get a ticket to an Arsenal match, consider this:
Tickets are on sale via Arsenal.com for the match against Hamburg, but right now you

can only purchase them if youOre a OSilver Member.O How do you become a Silver
Member? You first have to become a ORed Member.O YouOre then placed on a waiting list
and Arsenal will notify you to upgrade to become a silver member ONLY if a space
becomes available. When would the possibility of an upgrade be available? Prior to the
beginning of the 2007/2008 season. Yes, probably between May and August of 2007.


http://www.arsenalamerica.com/
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So while the tickets for the Hamburg match are being bought by silver members, any
remaining tickets will be made available to red members on November 8. For a crucial
Champions League match against Hamburg, the chances of ANY tickets being available

to Gunners fans is practically nil. But in the extreme unlikelihood that some tickets are
available, you would have to pay $57 just to attain the red membership level. Even with
your red member card in hand, this doesnOt guarantee you a ticket. YouOd have to rush to
purchase tickets before the other red members snap them up. Ticket prices range from
$61-$125.

Tickets are available for general sale only after the red membership level has had a
considerable amount of time to purchase tickets. So, general ticket sales are essentially
non-existent.

By the way, after you achieve the rank of silver member, you can hope that you can
become elevated to become a gold or even platinum member. A gold membership is only
available to season ticket holders. To become a season ticket holder at the Emirates
Stadium, you have to pay $28 to have your name added to a waiting list. That list, gulp,
contains over 30,000 supporters. Essentially the only way to get a season ticket is to
hope that a large number of people relinquish their tickets at the end of the season. And
we know what the chances are of that happening.

So, back to me, IOm not a card carrying member of any level at Arsenal, so my chances of
getting a ticket to see the Gunners play is hopeless.

However, hereOs where the good news comes in. Thanks to the fantastic people at the
Official United States Arsenal Supporters Club, they were able to secure two tickets for
me (my cousin lives nearby in London), so I0Il be attending the Arsenal against
Hamburg match after all. The stadium is supposed to be state-of-the-art and this will be
my first time to see Arsenal in person, so IOm thrilled and indebted to
ArsenalAmerica.com for their assistance.

This goes to show what value there is in joining your local supporters club. They often
have access to tickets before others, organize tours and provide you with discounts that
save you more than the price of membership. If youOre a Gunners fans, sign up at
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ArsenalAmerica.com today. For other supporterOs clubs, take a look at thénks page at
EPLTalk.com.

Add your comment.
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Liverpool FCOs Ticket Policy: [tOs Not Fair
November 3rd, 2006 By The Gaffer

| never knew it would be so difficult to get tickets to a match at Anfield. Sure, IOve been
following the game of football since | was the age of 7 or 8 N 30 odd years now N but
hereOs what | found when | tried to get a ticket to the Champions League match in late
November against PSV Eindhoven.

Although 10m not a Liverpool supporter, itOs hard not to admire the club especially after |
grew up in the UK during my formative years of the late 70s and early 80s. Liverpool
was the greatest team in the world at the time.

In anticipation of my first visit to Anfield, | purchased a Liverpool FC Fancard more

than a year ago. However whendetails of how to purchase a ticketwere announced late
last week, | was disappointed to see that you could only buy a ticket to the PSV match if
you had already purchased a ticket on the same fancard to the Galatasaray match from
late September or the Bordeaux match from this past week.

For someone like me, who doesnOt live in the UK, the ticket policy makes it almost
impossible to see Liverpool play. Sure, | completely understand that Liverpool is trying

to reward those loyal supporters who go to many matches, but in this case, Liverpool has
already qualified for the next round of the Champions League so the match against PSV
is virtually meaningless.

The irony is that my Aunt lives less than half a mile from Anfield and this may be my
first and last chance to see a match at Anfield before the club moves to a new stadium.
However, 101l try to visit the Anfield Stadium Tour to at least capture the history and
excitement of visiting one of the greatest clubs in English football history.

Add your comment.
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The Modern Football Shirt: Fashion Faux Pas
December 7th, 2006 By John Nicholson

N
Al 5

‘1 There are few more unpleasant fashion

| creations than a modern football shirt.

!_ Comprised of those melt-into-the-skin-in-a-

| fire polymers which feel like a cross between
| your grannies old nylon stockings and liquid
plastic, theyOre cheap and nasty and yet

{ incredibly expensive.

8 1tOs not even as if theyOre especially flattering
i to wear.

Almost no man who isnOt an athlete looks
good in a football shirt. If youOre even just a
kilo overweight everyone is going to know as
the shirts reveal, caresses and emphasises your lovely man boobs and shows off your
lovely big, soft, flabby belly.

A lot of shirts now offer what they call OwickingO properties. At first | thought this was
Wicken properties which would have been much more desirably Pagan. But no, wicking
fabric draws sweat away from the body apparently. However, the flaw in the thinking on
this is that the only reason youOre sweating like a wart hog in roll neck sweater is because
the bloody shirts make you feel so hot in the first place.

Amazingly they offer no protection against a cutting north easterly winter wind and yet

in summer make you feel hot as a fox in a forest fire. And then thereOs nipple rash! Now,
| know some people would pay good money to have their nipples rubbed until sore, but
even they would take exception at it happening while you play football.

This is why all players have to wear some sort of under garment these days. No not a
bra, though some would love to IOm sure. They usually wear a t-shirt. | would call it a
vest, but | know this confuses everyone in America because a vest is a waistcoat, and no
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footballer would ever think of playing in a waistcoat, though itOd be an excellent sartorial
statement, especially if it was made of a nice tweed. What | mean by a vest is what most
Americans would know as a tank top. But look, youOve got it all wrong and itOs our
language so we make the rules, right? A tank top is actually a sleeveless sweater, unless
youOre in the Marines where a tank top is the big metal swivelling thing with a large gun

on it. IOm glad we got that cleared up. Next week | shall explain why we English laugh so
much at AmericanOs who wear fanny packs and who look so astonished when we Osmoke
fags.O

So there you are, strutting around the pitch feeling like a boil-in-the-bag fillet of cod and
hating every moment of it. YouOve paid upwards of 50 GBP for the pleasure of wearing
this piece of tat that is manufactured in China for pennies, but at least youOre supporting
your club. The club youOve loved since birth. The club youOve followed through thick and
thin and thinner.

But whatOs this on your front? In my case, wearing a Boro shirt means | am also wearing
a huge ad for 888.com the worldOs biggest online casino and poker room. 101l be honest
with you, | really hate it. | do not want in any way to be associated with 888. | have no
interest in gambling or in poker unless women are disrobing as a consequence of it. And
| really bloody object to my great, old club being used as a tart for 888.com or any of
their successors. In fact, even if | had a passing interest in 888, their cluttering up of my
clubs shirts would put me right off them anyway. | canOt be alone in that. | already
deliberately avoid buying anything that is sold to me in an advertisement that annoys

the hell out of me.

It doesnOt seem to occur to clubs that the sponsors they so hungrily suck cash from in
return for putting their name on the front of the shirts, might actually offend the fans
who they expect to buy the shirts.

| know sponsorship of clubs in Britain is over 25 years old but that doesnOt mean | have
to like it. Personally 10d pay extra not to have the sponsor on the shirt. In the same way
that | would pay a premium on my TV cable service to have the ad breaks deleted and
replaced with something more interesting and less annoying such as a film of paint
drying or a picture of a dog wearing a hat.



Fans have no choice in who sponsors their clubs but IOm willing to bet that the growth in
the unbranded retro shirt market is in part due to the fact that you donOt want to be seen
walking the streets with an ad for gambling, insurance companies or sanitary protection.
As an added plus, retro shirts are usually 100% cotton and donOt make you feel like
youOre wearing a polythene bag. This isnOt too much to ask from clothing is it?

So hereOs an idea for free. ItOs radical. But it makes sense - which means it will never be
adopted. Why donOt clubs produce a shirt without branding, made of cotton and costing
10 GBP more for fans with taste to wear. And one other shirt made of the usual cheap
and nasty polystyrene, plastered with advertising for the players and perverts who like
nipple rash to wear. That way the club gets the money from the advertising and it gets
extra money from the fans who donOt want to wear advertising. Good idea isnOt it?!

And you thought | was a drug addled old fool didnOt you! And now I0m off to put vaseline
on my nipples.

Add your comment.
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Next U.S. TV Contract for Premiership: "$20 Million"
December 7th, 2006 By The Gaffer

Oliver Tse, the creator of SoccerTV.com, wrote aevealing responseto the Paul Gardner
article | commented on the other day.

In TseOs article, he mentions many of the same thoughts | had (in that itOs unfair to
evaluate the Premiership based on just the matches that Fox Soccer Channel
broadcasts). But what Tse does reveal is this:

OThe next US TV contract for the EPL will cost $20 million each year, which is about 100
times compared to what the rights fee were for the 1994-1995 season.O

If that number is close to being real, it gives you N the reader N a good idea why Fox
Soccer Channel decided to sublicense some of the Premiership matches to Setanta
Sports this past summer. With rights fees like that, it only makes sense for Fox and
Setanta to partner.

While the Premiership is undoubtedly the most expensive league to own the TV rights
for, itOs no wonder that Fox let the Bundesliga and Lique Une go to GolTV and Setanta
respectively.

Add your comment.
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The Truth About the Hillsborough Disaster
December 9th, 2006 By The Gaffer

ItOs been 6,447 days since the Hillsborough Disaster
occurred on what many believe was the darkest day
in the history of football. On that fateful day in April
1989, 96 innocent football fans tragically died when
many of them were crushed to death at a FA Cup
semi-final between Liverpool and Nottingham

Forest at the Hillsborough ground in Sheffield,
England.

| bring this topic up because many TV viewers in
America are new to soccer and arenOt aware of the
history of this tragedy. Comments were made on Fox
Soccer Channel earlier this week that infuriated
soccer fans in the U.S. and around the world, so itOs
important than soccer fans know the truth about what happened and respect those who
died a horrific death that day.

To learn more about the facts regarding what happened on that day, view the following:

the Wikipedia entry ,

a personal accountfrom one of the survivors,

a chronological outline of what happened,

a 20-minute video of the disaster (please be forewarned that the video features
images of a graphic nature that should not be viewed by children),

¥ moving images and audio from the Hillsborough Disaster,

¥ and an article about the tragedy from the Liverpool web site.

K K K K

Liverpool fans of all ages died. The youngest was Jon-Paul Gilhooley, aged 10. The
eldest was Gerard Baron, 67.
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What needs to be remembered is that Liverpool fans were not to blame for this tragedy.
According to Wikipedia, OSheffield Wednesday were criticised for the low number of
turnstiles at the Leppings Lane end and the poor quality of the crush barriers on the
terraces there. The Taylor Report however stated that official cause of the disaster was
the failure of police control.O

OThe disaster was caused by the fact that the majority of fans entering the terraces
headed for the central pens 3 and 4. Normally a police officer or steward would direct
fans away from full pens, but on the day this did not happen. The official capacity of
these pens was around 2000, however the Health and Safety Executive later found that
this should have been reduced to around 1600 as the crush barriers did not conform to
the Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds 1986. It is estimated that the number of people in
these pens shortly after kick off at 3.00pm was over 3000. This overcrowding caused the
fatal crush.O

The Hillsborough Disaster could have happened to any club, but unfortunately it was
Liverpool.

The Heysel Disaster, meanwhile, can be blamed at Liverpool fans who charged Juventus
supporters. Unfortunately the Heysel Stadium in Belgium was a decrepid old stadium,
and when the Reds fans charged the Italians, a crumbling wall dividing the fans came
toppling down killing 39 fans, mostly Juventus fans who were there to watch the 1985
European Cup Final against Liverpool.

There were other factors that can be attributed to the Heysel tragedy, but no official
inquiry was ever made.

When the Hillsborough Disaster happened on April 15, 1989, | remember listening to
the BBC World Service on my shortwave radio with my cousin in Florida. There were
reports from the BBC that the match had been stopped due to crowd trouble. Listening
to the live BBC Sport coverage, | remember that it was difficult to really fathom the scale
of what was happening. It was complete chaos.

It wasnOt until the morning after that | realized how horrific the incident had been when
| was saw the images of the disaster on the front page of my local paper. Although |



didnOt have any friends or family members who died in the tragedy, | do have relatives
who live in Liverpool.

When | was in Liverpool two weeks ago, | spoke to my Great Aunt about the tragic day.
We discussed how even today, 17 years after the event, The Sun newspaper is despised
and hardly sells any copies at all in Liverpool due tothe lies it told .

When | was there, | visited the Hillsborough tribute which is next to the Shankly Gates
at Anfield. You can view images of the stadium and the tribute here.

Add your comment.
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Now is the Time for a European Super League
December 19th, 2006 By John Nicholson

A couple of years ago | wrote a column
for football365 saying that it was time for
a European Super League. It wasnOt
widely welcomed then. But | think thatOs
changed now.

To recap the concept; the top four of the
Premiership go into the European Super
league. At the end of every season the lowest positioned club from each countryOs quota
of teams, whatever their position in the ESL, gets relegated back to their domestic

league and is replaced with the winner of the top league.

In conjunction with the establishment of the ESL a wage cap is enforced so that the
wealthier relegated ESL side doesnOt have a financial advantage on their return to the
Premiership.

This makes the Premiership a proper competitive league again with any one from up to
a dozen sides able to win the league every year. The winner would then benefit from the
extra rich creamy money in the ESL for at least one season, this ensuring the money
doesnOt keep the money within a small tight circle of clubs.

The ESL would replace the Champions League and would be the primo European
competition and would be the wealthiest league with the most TV money etc.

The idea is all the monied clubs are hived off so as not to bother the rest of us, and they
can enjoy a genuinely competitive league themselves. But because of the domestic wage
cap, a new side every season can get a dip at the big money and the already monied club
coming down from the ESL canOt use itOs wealth to dominate once back in the domestic
league. Players on big money would have to leave or accept a cut in wages in the hope of
promotion back to the ESL next season.


http://photos1.blogger.com/x/blogger/5971/1983/1600/470964/liverpool-champions-league.jpg
http://photos1.blogger.com/x/blogger/5971/1983/1600/470964/liverpool-champions-league.jpg

If this was already in operation, weOd currently be enjoying a stonkingly tight league with
a just a few points separating a dozen sides.

As clubs get bought up by billionaires, the rest of the clubs in the leagues are getting left
behind. Something needs to happen to stop the whole concept of football being
invalidated because of massive financial disparity.

How much longer do you want to see the same three or four clubs occupying the top
places? ItOs crushing the whole competitive nature of the game. ItOs negating excitement
and its preventing almost all clubs of having any chance of any success. In its place,

mere existence is all that too many clubs have to look forward to. 1tOs true that hanging
on in quiet desperation is the English way, but it neednOt be how football is run.

The ESL means we can enjoy the top sides playing equal, gripping contests to win their
league. It will become the ultimate accolade to aspire to.

With this revolution everyone wins. All the currently big wealthy clubs get to make more
money and play high profile football on the big stages. The rest of the clubs have real
chance at success in the domestic leagues.

A clubs wealth doesnOt protect it once relegated out of the ESL. A wage cap means their
clout is limited. They can only pay as much or as little as most other clubs.

An added side benefit of this is that players wouldnOt be so promiscuous because they
would have no financial incentive to move to another club because once you were on
maximum wage, you couldnOt get any more. This would also reduce the corrosive
influence of agents who wouldnOt be able to benefit in agitating for players to move on.

It would also stop billionaires buying a club and pumping silly money in to buy players
and running up big debts. The playing field would at last be much more even. Integrity
to the game would be restored.

The only downside is that most clubs would never play the likes of Manchester United,
so those big games against the big teams would be missing. However, that would be
more than compensated by the real excitement of a proper league competition and the



fact that all the ESL sides would play in the FA Cup, thus making those games a more
rare and thus more glamorous occasion.

Something needs to change. Something radical. Every season is becoming like the last in
every country in Europe as the same teams dominate and thus accrue more wealth while
the rest have mere survival as their only motivation and ambition. Just surviving is not
acceptable to fans and it shouldnOt be acceptable for clubs. It will, in time, kill the game
as a competitive spectacle.

The European Super League is the solution; there are no losers and everyone wins. Ask
yourself what the future will be unless something changes. All of us can already predict
who will be the top 4 clubs for the 2007/8 season already. That shouldnOt be possible in
a competition. The ESL, with promotion and relegation to and from the domestic
leagues built into it, is the future of football but whether anyone in UEFA can grasp such
a radical idea remains doubtful.

Add your comment.
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In Two Minds About the English Premiership
December 19th, 2006 By The Gaffer

ItOs been a few weeks now since |0Ove
returned from my trip to England to
watch four Premiership matches and
one Champions League match in the
space of eight days. During that time,
IOve had a chance to reflect on what |
saw. | was originally planning on
writing a series of articles for the EPL
Talk Magazine , but now that weOve
decided to forego any future issues of the mag, and post the articles here, feel free to go
ahead and read my first piece below which summarizes my feelings from the entire

trip. Over the next week, | plan on writing more detailed pieces about each ground |
visited (which totalled 12 in all).

Ever since 10ve returned from my trip to England to watch five matches in eight days,
IOve been feeling a bit schizophrenic. ThatOs because when people ask me how my trip
was, | have two totally different answers depending on whoOs asking the question. Let
me explain why.

Having lived in Wales until | was 14, | had the pleasure of seeing the meteoric rise of my
local team Swansea City from the old Fourth Division to the First Division (todayOs
modern day equivalent of the Premiership). | attended my first match when | was 10

and went to more than 50 games from 1979-84 watching some of the biggest clubs in the
country at SwanseaOs Vetch Field.

After | moved to Florida in 1984, | had the pleasure of visiting the UK on numerous trips
and went to see plenty of football matches but they usually ended up being home
friendlies played by Swansea (due to work reasons, | could only get back to the UK in the
summertime). In the U.S., meanwhile, | went to all of the matches | could, which

included international friendlies (Germany v Argentina, Brazil v Mexico, USA v Russia,
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etc) as well as local teams (Miami Fusion, Tampa Bay Mutiny, Fort Lauderdale Strikers,
etc).

So when | went to England this past November, it had been more than 20 years since |
had experienced the enjoyment of watching top flight football in the UK. For me, it felt
like | was experiencing a time warp being sent back to England and re-living my
experiences all over again, but being able to compare them vividly in my head to what |
remember from the early 80s.

Of course, football has changed tremendously from 1984 to 2006. During that time,
British football has experienced the tragedies of the fire at Bradford City, Heysel, and
Hillsborough as well as a complete revolution in terms of football both on the pitch and
off it with the formation of the Premier League, removal of the fencing, the move from
terracing to all-seater grounds and N let us not forget N a completely different style of
play on the pitch.

So why do | feel schizophrenic when people ask me how my trip was? Well, it all
depends on the context of the question. If IOm being asked to share my feedback on the
trip on the whole (without comparing it to the early 80s), then | can unequivocally say
that it was a trip of a lifetime and a dream come true for me. Being there at grounds like
Old Trafford, Stamford Bridge, Craven Cottage, Ewood Park, Emirates Stadium and
several others, the experience was awe-inspiring.

| was able to soak up the atmosphere of being at the grounds. | felt the rush of blood as
the build-up to the 3pm kickoff approached. As | walked through the thousands of
strangers, | felt like | belonged and related to every one of them because we all had the
same common passion for football. And, of course, | loved hearing the sounds of the
fans cheering and singing N so much so in fact that sometimes | found myself watching
the crowds instead of the football on the pitch.

The football on the pitch wasnOt surprising. IOve been watching almost every minute of
the Premiership ever since the first highlight shows starting appear on the air in the
early 90s. The only moment | felt | had an advantage watching the football in person
than on TV was during the second half of the Man United against Chelsea match at Old
Trafford as | watched Mourinho change his tactics by bringing on Robben and withessed
Michael Essien playing right back but pushing far forward and creating acres of space



down the right. IOm not sure how apparent it was on TV how much space Essien had
(which resulted in Chelsea controlling the second half and Essien was instrumental in
helping the Blues get the equalizer).

BUT when IOm asked about how my trip to England was in terms of how it compared to
the football | experienced in the early 80s, | have to admit that the trip was a
disappointment. | had heard the countless criticisms over the years about the
Premiership being too expensive and losing a lot of the passion that used to be in the
stands. But until you experience it in person, it doesnOt sink in.

There were so many things that surprised me at the grounds. First was the lack of
singing by fans prior to matches. Even a few minutes before kickoff, the grounds
sounded like ghost towns outside. Second was the lack of singing inside the ground.
There were many moments in matches when the fans would be silent even during the
Omatch of the seasonO at Old Trafford versus Chelsea.

To me, the last bastion of the true Premiership football experience in England is
following your team to away matches. In every match | went to, | was more impressed
by the away support than by the home spectators (the Bolton fans against Everton, the
Spurs fans against Blackburn, the Hamburg fans against Arsenal, the Reading fans
against Fulham, and the Chelsea fans against Man United). In all of those examples, the
away fans seemed like they were having more fun than the home support and the noise
created by each away fan was MUCH more than louder than the average home fan.

In the early 80s, you could hear the sounds of the fans singing at least thirty minutes
before kickoff from about half a mile away. The sound would make your hairs on the
back of your neck stand up, or would strike fear in your heart (if you were an away
supporter). You could feel the tension and passion in the air. You could smell it.

In the four Premiership matches | went to, the vast majority of fans were in their seats

for the entire match and were practically silent except for small sets of more vociferous
fans. The age of the fans had changed too. The majority of them were 30-40 or older and
there were few teenagers there (unless they were accompanied by their parents).

The other surprising thing was how late the grounds filled up. I arrived at Old Trafford
more than four hours before kickoff and was surprised but glad to see large numbers of



people at the ground even at that time. But five minutes before kickoff, there were a
huge amount of empty seats at Old Trafford and it wasnOt until five minutes into the
match that most seats filled up. This wasnOt the case just at Old Trafford, but was
commonplace at every ground | visited.

Another surprising factor was the mingling of the away fans with home fans. In the early
80s, | was used to seeing the away fans being herded into pens and treated like animals.
They would have been escorted by police via train or bus to the ground, and then
escorted by policemen and German Shepherds to the away turnstiles. All the while, the
away fans would have been singing their hearts out and provoking the home fans who
wanted a piece of them.

During my trip to England, away fans would walk down the street wearing their clubOs
jersey and even sitting among home fans. The away fans arrived at the ground via their
own transportation and, although there were police in the area keeping a close eye on
events, they walked around the ground uninterrupted. For me, it was like watching
aliens land on earth. | couldnOt believe my eyes.

To summarize, the experience of watching football in England has changed 180 degrees.
1tOs now watched by older, more affluent football fans who sit for 90 minutes but still
support their club with a ton of passion. The experience of going to a match is safer,
quieter and more organized. Take it for what itOs worth, but the experience of going to a
Premiership match now resembles going to a sporting event in America. Is there
anything wrong with that? No, not necessarily, but the end-result is that the experience
feels more plastic, more focused on capitalism (taking money out of your pocket at every
opportunity) and less about the communal experience of sharing a football match with
thousands of football fans.

Even in a crowd of 76,000 at Old Trafford, | felt alone.

Add your comment.
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ThereOs A Little Bit of You Inside English Footballers
December 26th, 2006 By John Nicholson

Football provides many social functions in society, from
instilling local and civic pride to giving people an excuse
to avoid doing DIY on a Saturday afternoon. However,
one of its least recognized but most important functions is
what your psychiatrist might call, if they were uneducated
in psychiatry and was in fact a football journalist,
Otransference of emotion.O

What | mean by this is that players, managers and clubs
come to represent aspects of things we love, loath or are
indifferent to in a broader social context. | first realised

this about 35 years ago when watching Rodney Marsh
playing for QPR against Middlesbrough. He was
mesmerizing to me, as a 12 year old. If Rodney had played
today he would have been lauded to the hills as a genius in the way that Ronaldinho is.
He was capable of breathtaking skill played out on pitches that were frequently little
more than a large muddy sand pit and he did it with an air of rebellious dishevelled
glory. With long, scruffy hair, his shirt out and his socks rolled down, Rod looked more
like a rock star than a footballer. To me, he became symbolic of an attitude, of an
approach to life that | wanted to follow. Rodney was rock n roll football in excelsis.

By contrast at the time, Geoff Hurst, World Cup hat-trick hero and still a top rank player
at West Ham, was dull, boring and despite his qualities as a player, was symbolic of
everything | didnOt want to be. Solid, respectable, neat and tidy, Hurst was everything
Rodney wasnOt. He represented the straight world to me; the world of smart pubs,
anodyne pop music, suits and ties.

These two footballers somehow enshrined and encapsulated qualities of life outside of
the football they played. IOm convinced that everyone feels like this to some degree. Fans
will scream abuse at a player because he somehow represents in his play, in his
appearance or his attitude something in society more broadly that oppresses or just
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annoys them. Equally they will be a fan of player because we feel he is either like us, or
how weOd like to be.

Referees are an obvious example. The worst referees and IOm thinking of Mike Riley
here, remind us of weak, small men who have invested themselves with some power in
order to make themselves bigger and stronger than they really are as people. WeOve all
met men like that, whether itOs your bank manager, the shop steward in the factory or
the useless fool in tech support. You canOt respect them because you know their true
nature and yet in the environment within which they work, they have some power or
control over you. That is really bloody infuriating. So when we see the likes of Riley
mincing around a football pitch with his sparrow-like, bony legs sticking out of his
voluminous shorts, he automatically plugs into a whole reservoir of emotions we have
stored up inside of us. Consequently, the opportunity to hurl abuse at him is taken with
relish.

While this may seem like some kind of bitter, scary psychosis, | consider it a healthy
thing. Football provides us with an acceptable way to blow off steam. It releases pent up
negative emotion that might otherwise be held in and swallowed down so deeply that
when it does surface youOll end up making headline news that will inevitably end with
the words OE.before turning the gun on himself.O

Players and managers become a symbol of greater values and thus Ashley Cole is
narcissism and greed, while Stuart Pearce is honesty and toil. We might do this all on a
subconscious level but it underpins the game and indeed, probably all sport. It is the
working out of our psyches and our world views. It helps us from an early age to order,
understand and organise the world. It allows us to vent our hopes, dreams and
ambitions, bigotries and altruism. It allows us to assign blame to people for our failures
and disappointments and it allows us to share glories. It also helps us understand each
other. If someoneOs favourite player is say, Kevin Davies they are likely to be a very
different person to a fan whose favourite player is Joe Cole. A football fan would
automatically gain an insight into that personOs character without knowing anything else
about them. It is a short-cut to understanding.

So when people criticize you for your passion and obsession about the game, tell them
itOs all part of your on-going project of personal psycho-analysis. This is especially useful
if the Mrs wants you to go shopping when thereOs a game to watch on the TV. Just say Ol



am working out the true nature of my psyche by measuring the intensity of my
emotional response to Rob Stiles decision making, errEEdarling.O

And, though you may not stay married for long, you will, at least, not be lying.

Add your comment.
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The Journey From Florida to EvertonOs Goodison Park
December 29th, 2006 By The Gaffer

The wonderful thing about being in :
Britain is that you can hear conversations L ._
about football in the most interesting #
places.

Taking the train from Manchester to
Liverpool last month to embark on a trip
to see Everton at home against Bolton,
you couldnOt escape hearing people
talking about the beautiful game. And
that included wives, children, teenagers and grown men.

Taking the train to Goodison Park, | had plenty of time to reflect on my youth growing
up in the U.K. and how football has been such an integral part of the fabric of my life.
From 1984 when | emigrated to America, | had a lot of catching up to do.

| wasnOt quite prepared for what was about to unfold.

EvertonOs Goodison Park isnOt the most convenient place to visit by train. After arriving
at Liverpool Street Station and catching another train to Liverpool Central, | had to take
another train before | arrived at Kirkdale station. From there, the walk was about a mile,
which | didnOt mind as the blood pumped through my veins in anticipation of my first
visit to Goodison.

Walking up the streets toward Goodison Park, it was a typical Saturday morning in
England with busy traffic on roads, women entering laundromats, kids chewing
McDonald hamburgers and the usual bustle of a busy city. After walking up a side street
past terraced housing, there she was: theGrand Old Lady , built in 1892 and one of the
worldOs oldest and most historic football stadiums, Goodison Park.
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To hear audio from my experience at Goodison, as well as additional thoughts, listen
to the EPL Talk Podcast episodehere.

Arriving at Goodison approximately 2-3 hours before kick off, | must have circled the
ground twice before entering the Main Stand from Goodison Road. Everton was
courteous enough to provide me with a press pass, so | was able to ascend thglorious
carpeted stepsin the executive area of the stand.

After walking up several flights of stairs, | found the press box and proceeded to take in
the view in front of me: An expanse of green encircled by the glorious blue empty seats,
an incredibly impressive sight indeed.

From the inside, the ground looks smaller. | proceeded to walk down the concrete steps
to get closer to the pitch. With not a person in sight, it was hard to believe that millions
around the world would be watching the match in a mere two hours.

Standing in the Main Stand, | was able to take in the majesty of the Bullens Road Stand
and Gwladys Stand, both built by Scottish football designer Archibald Leitch . Only 11 of
his stands remain in existence today, and two of them are at Goodison.

One of the things that | noticed about the Main Stand was how antiquated it looked even
though it was built in 1971 after the 1909 stand was demolished (also built by Archibald
Leitch). The giant concrete steps near the back of the stand obviously hadnOt been built
in preparation for the tiny seats, but the addition of the original wooden seats from
Leitch in the stand was a nice touch.

After stepping into the press room behind the press box for a bite to eat and a drink, |
was conscious about how much smaller everything is in the UK: parking spaces,
restrooms, houses, and even press rooms. But what it does do is force people to mingle
more in confined spaces. And what you find, especially in Liverpool, is that the people -
for the most part - are charming.

The employees at Everton behind-the-scenes were stellar. And watching the fellow
journalists was also interesting. Hearing the banter between them and watching them
preparing their notes and thoughts for the game ahead of them.
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With an hour to go before kickoff, | decided to step outside to take in the atmosphere.
The number of people in the crowds had picked up by now with thousands streaming
around the stands. However they were (as |Ovpreviously written ) surprisingly quiet

other than the occasional horn noise, chit chat or programme seller trying to catch the
attention of passerbys.

| think part of the reason for this, other than the whole gentrification of the game, is that
fans most often attend matches in small groups today (father and son, two mates
together, or a small family). What you donOt see as much is the large pack of young men
going to matches together, which is more likely to be more vocal and intimidating.

Walking around the ground again, this time along with thousands of strangers, |

stopped by St LukeOs Church nestled in the corner between the Main and Gwladys
Stands. While the church itself isnOt the most aesthetically pleasing, its presence in all of
places a football ground makes it so unique.

Continuing around the corner to the Gwladys Stand, you could sense that this end of the
ground had fans who were more boisterous. You could feel a difference in the
atmosphere, which may have been made more profound by the police horses that strode
up and down the street.

Back inside the ground, the press room was buzzing with approximately 30 journalists
crammed into a small area to grab a drink before the match began. Walking through the
door and into the press box facing the halfway line, the blue seats had now disappeared
and were replaced with the darker clothing colors synonymous with the blustery
weather.

IOm not surprised that there are very few overweight football journalists in the UK.
Judging by the exceedingly cramped conditions in the press box, thereOs no way a hefty
journo could squeeze into the minute wooden seats where you sit cozily side-by-side
with other reporters, while your knees brush up against the row in front of you. Still, itOs
one of the best views in the house with the directorOs box just a few rows below where
Sam Allardyce sat for this first half.

The build-up to the kick-off was anti-climatic, as it was in all of the other matches | went
to see on the trip. Looking at my watch, | could see that with ten minutes to go before
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kick-off, the crowd was silent other than the buzz of conversation. On television, youOd
be seeing cutting-edge on-screen graphics and the sense of some kind of wonderful that
was approaching. In the ground, it seemed that the fans were preparing for Ojust another
match.O

That all changed as soon as the fans were greeted to the theme of Z-Cars as the Everton
squad walked out to the field next to the Trotters. And when the theme for the English
Premier League sounded out from the PA system, a chill ran down my spine. The fans
around Goodison seemed to erupt, too, with the Bolton fans outsinging the Everton fans
during the first 15-20 minutes of the match.

A note of interest is that during the match, it was very difficult to see any of the TV
cameras, so Sky does a good job at being inobtrusive.

During half-time, | slipped back into the press room to grab a drink and ran into
Guillem Balague, the famed Spanish journalist who is one of the guests on The Game
Podcast from The Times.

The match itself was not a classic by any means, but the goal that separated the sides
was one of the goals of the season with a beautiful left-footed shot by Mikael Arteta.

After the match ended, | went to the changing room area and interviewed BoltonOs
Johann Smith, the promising American youngster who only days prior to the match had
been in Florida playing for the U.S. under-200s side against Guatemala alongside Freddy
Adu.

The area near the changing room was cramped. David Moyes was next door giving an
interview in front of the Sky Sports cameras, and there was a horde of journalists
waiting to get into the press conference area to interview Moyes and Arteta.

Moments later, | stepped outside Goodison Park and into the darkness. The streets
around the ground were now practically deserted. My journey to Goodison Park had
ended.

Later that evening, | stayed with my Great Aunt who lives about half a mile from
Anfield. One of the memorable stories | heard was about my Great Uncle who one day



got a job as a taxi driver in Liverpool. One of his first jobs was to drive to Goodison for a
pick-up. He arrived at Goodison on a matchday and parked the car as instructed in front
of the ground. Out walked several men carrying large bags. They proceeded to fill the car
with the bags when my Great Uncle realized what the purpose of this particular taxi ride
waskE

He was there to pick up the money bags from the match and transport them to a local
bank!

If you want to visit a British ground steeped in history and full of character, Goodison
Park needs to be on your list. One of the reasons | went there was to see the ground
since its future is in jeopardy due to the club considering a move to the Liverpool
suburbs. The next time you go to England, stop by and visit the Toffees.

Add your comment.
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Your Guide to Premiership TV Commentators
January 2nd, 2007 By The Gaffer

For many of us who watch Premiership
soccer on TV, we hear the same football
commentators more often than we see some
teams play. No matter who plays on a
weekend, itOs comforting to hear the familiar
voices.

But who are the men behind the mic
responsible for painting the picture of the Premiership for us?

HereOs the EPL Talk guide to TWI commentators (and Sky Sports talent):
Main Commentators:

Alan Parry. For many football fans, heOs the second most popular commentator behind
Martin Tyler. His distinctive voice has been a staple of British football since 1973 when

he joined the BBC. In that time, heOs worked for the Beeb, ITV and Sky. Rumors are
circulating that he may be on his way to Setanta Sports in the summertime.

Steve Banyard. A familiar voice to football fans each weekend. HeOs often teamed with
football analyst Paul Walsh, and has been quietly flying under the radar despite
commentating on matches since 1991 in Sheffield and, prior to that, in Kent.

lan Darke. In some circles, heOs more famous as a boxing commentator than a football
one, but Darke has been plying his football trade for quite some time. He even worked in
the States for a while (if my memory is correct, it could have been the 1994 World Cup).

Martin Tyler.  For many, Martin Tyler has ascended to the top of the ranks as
legendary, and since departed, Brian Moore (pictured above) did. His unmistakeable
voice and confident manner is the perfect combination of professionalism mixed with
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excitement when appropriate. A modern day legend who has commented on matches
since 1974.

Rob Hawthorne.  The former BBC Five Live commentator has been working with Sky
Sports since the Premiership began in 1992.

Jon Champion. Yet another commentator with an unmistakeable voice. Champion
has been commentating football matches on TV since 1995 and is also a former BBC
Five Live radio commentator.

Tim Caple. Sounding like a more serious version of Stuart Hall, he most recently
commented on the Manchester City match against Everton from January 1, 2007. A

sample of his voice can be heardhere.

Peter Drury.  Another in a long list of legendary English football commentators, Drury
has been commentating football on TV since he started with ITV in 1998.

Gary Taphouse. More familiar as the commentator for ChelseaOs CFCnet coverage,
Taphouse also finds time to commentate EPL matches.

Co-Commentators (aka color commentators):
Andy Gray. Former Everton star and the leading football expert on TV.
Andy Townsend. Former Aston Villa midfielder.

Chris Kamara. Former hard man defender played with 10 different clubs in England
including Leeds United.

Robbie Earle. Former Wimbledon striker and scorer of JamaicaOs first ever World Cup
goal.

Brian Marwood.  Former Arsenal winger.

Alan Smith. Former Arsenal striker.
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Tony Gale. Former West Ham player.

David Pleat. Former Spurs manager.

Paul Walsh. Former Spurs centre forward.

Efan Ekoku. Former Norwich City striker.

Trevor Francis.  Former Nottingham Forest striker who was the first million pound
signing when he joined the club from Birmingham City.

Garry Birtles.  Former Nottingham Forest forward.

Add your comment.



http://www.epltalk.com/your-guide-to-premiership-tv-commentators/518#comments

Why Brits DonOt Like Winners in Football
January 3rd, 2007 By John Nicholson

ThereOs a strange cultural phenomenon in Britain.
No not the wonky yellow teeth and the fondness for
warm beer and homosexuality. IOm talking about our
attitude to winners.

To put it simply, we donOt really like them. | exclude
myself from this because | am not normal, indeed |
am barely even human, but it is a common trait in
British society. This goes some way to explain why
we hardly ever win anything as a nation. Better to be
an honourable loser than a crowing victor is still a
view many have.

If you want an illustration of what | mean, just look
at the sheer levels of vitriol directed towards Jose Mourinho by many fans and
newspapers. His off hand comment at his first press conference in England, in letOs not
forget his second or third language said he though he was Oa special one.O

This could easily have been a mis-chosen word in the middle of a high pressure press
conference but regardless it has been rammed back down his throat by all and sundry
every time Chelsea display any fallibility. It seems to have been stored up to be used
against him at very chance. People think it shows massive ego and arrogance.

But even if we assume that Jose does think he is special, then heOs got every right to
think so given his track record to date. If anyone is a special manager, he is. So why does
that offend his critics so much?

| have a feeling that in America this kind of comment would be a non event because
people expect top performers to have confidence bordering on arrogance. 1tOs seen as a
vital ingredient if youOre going to be successful in any areas of society. And in truth, if
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youOre going to be successful in your sport, you canOt go about it without a fearless ego
and self belief.

Yet in Britain we seem to breed that out of a lot of people. Perhaps its because we live on
a small crowded island, maybe itOs guilt about the empire, maybe its the class system or
a generation of liberalism in education, | really donOt know, but time and again youOll see
people sneering at success, looking to pick flaws in people, looking to bring them down,
often after putting them on an unreasonably high pedestal. If it was a sport, weOd be
world champions.

In Australia itOs called the tall poppy syndrome. Get too tall and you get cut down. That
must have been exported from the UK. Too often in Britain we rejoice in peopleOs fall

from grace, weOre quick to criticise rather than praise and weOre keen to see problems not
solutions.

And if that isnOt bad enough, in football we have a media which is quick to over rate and
over inflate playersO talents. Good players are lauded as great players when theyOre not
and too many fans follow this opinion without question.

The bitter twist to this culture is we then expect our football teams to go out and be
world beaters and we viciously berate them when they are not - wallowing in the failure
and misery of it all. ItOs a cruel Catch 22.

So this week when Mourinho came out and said, with remarkable honesty that maybe
Chelsea think theyOre better than they are, and maybe he thinks heOs a better manager
than he really is, after a couple of poor performances, his words have been leaped upon

as a sign that heOs human after all. ItOs welcomed because self doubt seems to chime with
the British character and because it gives his critics a chance to say Ol told you s0.0

If he wants to leave Chelsea at the end of this season, and | think thereOs a better than
even chance that he will, and if he wants to be remembered fondly in Britain, he should
just keep on losing and keep on looking weary and bemused at his teams failure. After a
period of mockery and rubbing his nose in his failure, attitudes to him will soften and
heOll be thought of far more highly. ItOs perverse but itOs true.



It seems we are less tolerant of the characteristics that make people single minded
enough to be a winner than we have ever been, probably because of the extra focus the
24 hour media gives to everything. The slightest flaw in the fabric of someoneOs
character is ripped wide open. The smallest indiscretion is magnified into a major crime.
Any weakness is dwelt on and obsessed over in slow motion, on the hour every hour.

ItOs often said that Winston Churchill would never have become Prime Minister these
days because he was a morbidly obese old alcoholic who suffered terribly from black dog
depressions and all of this would have been exposed in the tabloid press and dwelt upon
in depth and he would have been torn to shreds for all these weaknesses. But clearly this
would have been wrong.

IOm not sure if Britain is exceptional in its suspicion of self confidant, single-minded,
successful people or if itOs a trait in all contemporary western cultures but when | see
Australian cricketers, | see men who are talented, bullish, self confident to the point of
arrogance and they donOt care who knows it.

10d like a bit of that in British sport because without it, | fear weOre condemned to
dressing up mediocrity as acceptable.

Add your comment.
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Liverpool Fans Protest During FA Cup Match
January 6th, 2007 By The Gaffer

Liverpool fans marked todayOs FA Cup
third round match against Arsenal by
protesting against Kelvin MacKenzie,
former editor of The Sun newspaper, who
blamed Liverpool fans for the

Hillsborough Disaster in a cover story - i
entitled OThe TruthO that was published in: i

his tabloid the Wednesday after the | '
Hillsborough Tragedy in April, 1989.

To make matters worse, MacKenzie wagecently reported to have said that Ol was not
sorry then and I1Om not sorry nowO for the paperOs infamous coverage of the Hillsborough
disaster where it reported that some Liverpool fans had pickpocketed victims, urinated

on cops trying to rescue fans, and beat up a police officer giving someone the kiss of life.
However, it seemed that the police had fabricated these lies and fed them to the press.

Liverpool fans were also upset at the BBC for trying to air a show by Kelvin MacKenzie
on BBC Radio Five Live on Christmas Day. But after receiving a petition containing
more than 11,000 signatures, the BBC dropped the showBefore LiverpoolOs match
today against Arsenal, the fans in The Kop held up colored placards to spell out the
words OThe TruthO in protest against MacKenzieOs recent refusal to apologize for what
his newspaper published.

The display of placards lasted six minutes into the game N precisely the same amount of
time that police failed to do anything to help the fans trapped inside the pens at
Hillsborough until the time the 1989 FA Cup semi-final was abandoned. As soon as the
six minutes were up, the Anfield roar was reportedly deafening.

Add your comment.
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The Romance of the F.A. Cup
January 8th, 2007 By John Nicholson

The romance of the cup is an old cliche, but
the FA Cup is very important in English
football. It connects all levels of the league
structure together for one big competition.
The clubs with all the money and power in
the game are forced to have to engage with
the roots of the game. 1tOs very healthy and
democratic and is needed now more than
ever as the upper echelons get richer and
more distant from rest.

However, the notion of the romance of the
cup is based largely around the competitions
traditions of giant killing, of the mighty

being humbled or at the very least being given a tough time. This is a very resilient

tradition and it goes deep in English football culture but itOs increasingly based on very
thin ice because it happens less and less.

And | can tell you now who is likely to win the cup. It will be Manchester United,
Arsenal or Chelsea.

IOm not a mystic in being able to tell you this, just look at the record books. Only Everton
in 1995 have won it outside of this trio plus Liverpool since 1991. 16 years, only 5
winners. ThatOs quite amazing in a knock-out tournament, more amazing still when you
look further back because only 9 clubs have won it since 1980; thatOs 27 years. It wasnOt
always like this; in the 1970s 9 clubs won it in 10 years.

There are very few genuine upsets in the cup any more and when they do occur such as
Swansea beating Sheffield United this weekend, itOs because the Premiership club has
fielded a weak side, almost to get knocked out so as to be able to put all effort into the
league campaign.
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The increasing predictability of the cup is leading to some calling for changes in the
tournament, Paddy Barclay thinks there should be overseas clubs invited to take part b
such as Real Madrid or Milan, to increase the interest and glamour. 1tOs an interesting
idea but stops it being a domestic contest and turns it into a European cup and the
domestic nature of the competition is one of its great assets.

But something needs to happen because fans are starting to stay away from what in
previous years were big cup games. Birmingham had 11,000 empty seats for their home
game against Newcastle N despite Newcastle selling all their tickets and being a division
higher than the blues.

The competition needs freshening up. LetOs make it a UK cup from the very starts, form
the qualifying rounds and bring in the Scottish and League of Wales and Northern Irish
clubs too. Lower league clubs should get a bigger cut of the gate money when they play a
team higher in the league structure so as to promote their financial health and to give
their fans a reason to turn up.

To increase the possibility of top flight sides being knocked out N which is where a lot of
the excitement resides, replays should be abandoned in favour of 90 minutes, extra time
and penalties. 1tOs possible for a lower league side to draw a one off game and win it in
extra time or on penalties, itOs almost impossible to draw one game then win the next,
especially if itOs away from home. As long as the lower league club is picking up the lions
share of the gate money, this would compensate them for the loss of replay finances.

There is already too much predictability in football. We know who is going to win the
Premiership at the start of every season within 2 or 3 teams; itOs the same in most
countries. Virtually, the same teams play in the Champions League every season. The
F.A. Cup is the last remnant of the romance, hopes and dreams that have sustained and
nurtured the football community these past 130 years. It shouldnOt wither on vine and
become just another two or three horse race. Its essential democracy and wild card
nature needs to be preserved and enhanced otherwise it will continue to be another
cakewalk to an ever less worthy trophy every season for the usual suspects.

Add your comment.
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First Impressions of LiverpoolOs Anfield Ground
January 15th, 2007 By The Gaffer

In the continuing series of articles about my recent
trip to EnglandOs football stadia, today | reminisce
about my trip to LiverpoolOs Anfield ground.

Unable to get a ticket to the recent Champions
League match between Liverpool and PSV
Eindhoven (it was harder to get one than the Man
United v Chelsea match), | descended on Anfield on
an early Sunday morning late in November.

Walking up Walton Breck Road, | passed by the
house where by great grandparents used to live
approximately a hundred years ago. From the

vantage point of the house, | could see the back-end
of The Kop in the distance, edging out over the road.

When [ finally made it to the top of the hill, there stood Anfield ground which looked far
more modern from the outside than | expected. The car park at the back of the
Centenary Stand was open, so | walked there to get a different view of the ground
marvelling at the port holes that were built in the brick to remind visitors of LiverpoolOs
history as an important port.

Returning to Walton Breck Road from the Centenary Stand, | stood outside the back of
The Kop and marvelled at the sheer size of the stand. Outside stood the Bill Shankly
statue next to the Paisley Gates. To the right was LiverpoolOs megastore, which looked a
little out of place next to so much history.

Walking behind the Main Stand at Anfield, | had to walk past terraced housing that were
literally in the giant shadow of the ground. Here, | was surprised to see houses that were
condemned. During a bright sunny morning, the sight of the houses was disturbing. |
can only imagine how scary it could be on a cold, dark night in Liverpool.
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After walking around the back of the Main Stand, | came out by the Anfield Road Stand,
the away end, and walked past the famous Shankly Gates, which are next to the
memorial for the Hillsborough Disaster with an eternal flame and names of all of the 96
people who died permanently displayed in the wall.

While the rest of the ground was quiet except for a few people walking in and out of the
megastore, there were several cars outside the Hillsborough Disaster memorial as
numerous fans paid their respects and placed flowers on the pavement.

While the houses behind the Main Stand looked rundown and depressing, the homes
behind the Anfield Road Stand, overlooking Stanley Park, were more majestic.

And so ended my brief visit to Anfield. Moments later | caught a cab to Lime Street
railway station and departed for Blackburn.

Overall, the Anfield ground was immaculate. The ground, from the outside, looked very
modern and clean. Just like White Hart Lane, youOre unable to see any of the pitch or
seats from the outside, but the unique thing about Anfield - of course - is the Shankly
Gates, the Hillsborough Disaster memorial and the Paisley Gates. Say what you want
about Liverpool, but the club has a lot of class.

To see photographs of my visit to Anfield, go visit the EPL Talk Photos site at Flickr.

Add your comment.
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A Visit to Blackburn®s Ewood Park
January 16th, 2007 By The Gaffer

Visiting Blackburn for their recent match
against Spurs, | was intent on stepping
back into history. Rovers, after all, was
one of the founding members of the
football league in 1888 (along with
nearby clubs Accrington, Burnley and
Preston).
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Even on the train ride from Liverpool to |
Blackburn via Manchester, | found ! A e . S Esss 28
myself suddenly realizing the sense of

footballing history in the region. For example, when the train stopped along its journey
at Darwen, | immediately remembered that the team had played in the football league.
Only later did I recall that Darwen F.C., who played in league football from 1891 to 1899,
was the first club to install electric floodlights as well as employing footballOs first two
professional players.

After arriving at BlackburnOs railway station, | took the bus for the 2-3 mile trip to

Ewood Park arriving a couple of hours before kick-off. The free time allowed me to stroll
around Ewood Park and the area. The ground, which is situated between a busy main
road and a canal, is far more modern than its drab surroundings. Jack WalkerOs money
was well spent rebuilding Ewood Park and transforming it into an appealing ground.
Three of the four sides are modern, while the one stand to remain from the past is the
CIS Stand which, unfortunately, is the one that everyone sees most often when watching
Blackburn on TV.

Outside the ground before the match, | walked around the stands and mingled with the
supporters. As IOve noted on th&PL Talk Podcast episodefrom Blackburn and in the
pictures from Ewood Park, | was surprised at the throngs of Spurs supporters who were
walking around the ground without being segregated by the police. Many of the
Tottenham fans had made the long journey from London to the match.
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When | walked inside Ewood Park to my seat in the Blackburn End, | was immediately
impressed by the jumbotron screen in the corner of the ground. With 30 minutes to go
before kickoff, the screen displayed plenty of content to keep the football fans content on
a cold evening in Lancashire. In addition to player interviews, you could watch live
coverage of the players in the tunnel.

To the sounds of OThe Final Countdown,O the Blackburn and Tottenham players walked
on to the pitch. The home support was boisterous, especially in the Blackburn End
where | was sitting. Sitting next to a young Lancashire lad, his voice raspy from cigarette
smoking, | was soon introduced to unique Blackburn chants such as OSmall Town In
Europe,O and the ONo, Nay, NeverO (which took me a while to figure out what he was

singing).

The match itself was quite memorable with Phil Dowd being the center of controversy
after a couple of interesting decisions (and non-decisions, especially a handball by
Mido). The final result was 1-1.

What | remember most about Blackburn is the warmth of its support, the interesting
characters who were proud to be northern, the quality ground and the long walk back to
the railway station through the pouring rain.

To read two articles | wrote for BBC Lancashire regarding my trip, go  here and here.

Add your comment.
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Future of Successful English Footballers Appears Dire
January 22nd, 2007 By The Gaffer

In another example of excellent
investigative journalism from The Times
newspaper, their chief sports reporter

Owen Slot recently wrote a series of articles
about the state of the football academy
system in England.

While some of may not care about
academies, the ramifications of the current
state of them will have a profound impact
on the future success of the England
national team, and of the livelihood of
many Premiership teams who rely on
promoting youth talent through their ranks.

The series of articles brings up a host of fascinating issues that are affecting the game,
and what changes are necessary.

Some of the interesting points raised in the article are:

¥ ThereOs such a global market for players now that itOs easier for Premiership
managers to buy the Ofinished articleO instead of promoting youth players

¥ The Premiership chairmen and chief executives have decided that rather than
plough money into academy systems, it needs to go to the transfer market
instead

¥ Looking at the 220 players starting in the Premiership on an average weekend,
only 25-30 Englishmen aged 23 or less are playing, and

¥ Many academies are now focused on developing big, physically strong players
(i.e. athletes) rather than technically gifted ones.


http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,27-2494872.html
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1tOs obvious that all the Premiership cares about is its own greed and success instead of
improving the chances of the England national team.

Read the following articles from The Times:

Introduction:
Academies Face Closure As Clubs Seek Quicker Fix

Part One:
The Next Rooney or Richards? OThe Pool Is Shrinking Before Our Very EyesO

Part Two:
Prospectors of Young English Talent Yearning to Establish A Golden Age

Part Three:
Big Not Always Beautiful In Obsession With Today Rather Than Tomorrow

If youOre a fan of football, especially the Premiership, the above articles are required
reading.

Add your comment.
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My First and Last Visit to ArsenalOs Highbury
January 30th, 2007 By The Gaffer

The following article is one in a series
posted on the EPL Talk Blog recounting my
recent trip to England in search of better
understanding the difference between
watching Premiership matches in person
compared to watching them on television.
For previous articles on Goodison Park,
Anfield and Ewood Park, feel free to visit
the archives on this blog.

After meeting up with The Beautiful Game
podcaster Chris Slegg, interviewing each
other and then saying cheerio at the Arsenal
tube station, | strolled down the street of
Islington in search of Highbury, ArsenalOs
former home for such a large part of their
history.

Just as with West HamOs Boleyn Ground (more commonly referred to as Upton Park),
HighburyOs official name is The Arsenal Stadium. Walking down Gillespie Road from the
underground station, | could see that the neighborhood was exactly that. Children
walking home after school with their parents in tow. People going about their everyday
business and errands.

In between two terraced houses on Gillespie Road, | caught my first site of Highbury
behind a metal gate. It was incredible to see how tight Highbury was nestled on all four
sides by residential housing. | picked up my step, turned the corner and walked up
Avenell Road with anticipation and excitement toward HighburyOs historic East Stand.

What | witnessed was devastating to me. On this, my first trip to Highbury, | could see
the East Stand shrouded in scaffolding, but what disappointed me more was the sight of
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HighburyOs North Bank to my right that had the guts of the stand bellowing out of the
once impressive structure. The face of the stand had been removed and all that could be
seen was the innards exposed to the gloomy weather on a Monday afternoon.

Walking up Avenell Road, the East Stand came alive through the sparks from the

workers welding metal together in the upper echelons of the once magnificent stand.
Behind all of the scaffolding, | could see the glorious stone walls now dirty in color and

the words OARSENALO emblazoned on the outside. Workers stood everywhere seemingly
cold and unknowing of how historic a stadium this had been throughout the history of
English football.

Standing outside the East StandOs main doorway, all | could do was imagine what the
marble floors looked like inside with the Gunners insignia and the bust of Herbert
Chapman. the most famous Arsenal chairman. The entire ground was closed to the
public.

Walking up Avenell Road to catch a view of the Clock End, | realized how shocked | was
that the rebuilding of Highbury was being undertaken so drastically. In reading the
articles and looking at the pictures of the luxury condominiums that will be built on the
ground, | had envisioned the builders leaving Highbury more in-tact and building on

top or around it. | had no idea how much they planned on destructing Highbury to reach
their goal.

Unfortunately the Clock End was gone. The entire end of Highbury had been reduced to
mud. Not a single trace of that famous end remained, so | soldiered up the Avenell Road
hill and tried to get a good view of Highbury from the flats situated at the top.
Unfortunately due to the building walls that have been erected around Highbury, it was
impossible to get a good glimpse of the stadium, so | strolled down Highbury Hill to see
if I could find a different vantage point.

Halfway down Highbury Hill, | came across two diggers outside the entrance to
ArsenalOs West Stand. Here was a tall white building sandwiched between terraced
housing and with the words OArsenal Football ClubO proudly displayed down the left and
right side of the structure. While the rest of Highbury was in pieces, this entranceway
was completely intact and entirely beautiful. Without a doubt, itOs a work of art and such
a rarity to see a building like this in football of today or even yesteryear still standing.



Reaching the bottom of Highbury Hill that intersected with Gillespie Road, | realized my
journey to Highbury was over. While | was disheartened by the poor state of the
stadium, | felt extremely fortunate to have visited the hallowed ground in such a
beautiful neighborhood of London.

1tOs so hard to think that the modern marvel that is the Emirates is just around the
corner.

Add vour comment.
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The Cultural Differences Between Soccer in the UK and USA
January 30th, 2007 By John Nicholson

As unfashionable as it might be in these days of
knee-jerk European anti-Americanism, the States are ||
very dear to my heart. For me, as a country it still
embodies much of what is desirable and noble about
the human adventure, and no | donOt mean the
ability to eat 10,000 calories a day and survive.

There is a sense of freedom in America that | have
never felt anywhere else, whether itOs out on the
western plains of Arizona and Nevada, rolling
through the prairies of Nebraska or driving up
Pacific Coast Highway, the sheer vast, scale of the
country just blows my mind. | like feeling like a tiny
atom in a humongous land, it gives you a sense of
perspective of your importance, or rather your lack
of importance.

And then thereQOs all the down and dirty blues and

rock n roll played in the roadhouses and bars up and down the land that makes life
worth living. There are few better experiences in life than rolling up at a motel in
Nowheresville, Anywhere, paying a few bucks for a room and then strolling down to a
bar for a dozen cold beers and a few hours of top notch old school r & b played by some
large bearded men and then driving another 1,000 miles in the morning listening to
classic rock radio. When IOve made my fortune thatOs how 10d like to spend my life.

But itOs that vastness of geography that is working against American football from
developing a unified culture. In Britain, football is so an entrenched culture by virtue of
history and geography. On a weekend there are thousands of games being played out to
millions of people at all levels. ItOs not just the 4 main English leagues, beneath those
there is a massive ladder of leagues, devolving into obscure regional divisions in which
teams of boilermakers and panel beaters play out 90 minutes of brutality against the
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minerOs welfare club 11. Football is all pervasive in Britain. ItOs endemic throughout
society and there is simply no escaping it. Culturally, it influences everyone, even those
who donOt like football.

By contrast, while there are many thousands of passionate devotees of the game in the
States, the deeply entrenched football culture just doesnOt exist. Even in the state | know
best, California, where a lot of football is played, especially at youth level, the culture of
football is markedly different from in the UK, not least because it has always seemed to
me to be a middle-class, white collar game in the States whereas in the UK, its roots and
participants are largely working class. Games lack the atmosphere of vulgarity, swearing
and chanting that the British game takes for granted N though it is starting to diminish
here.

And into this different football culture walks David Beckham, a man who has grown up
with the culture of football in his DNA. 1Od be amazed if LA Galaxy donOt put several
thousand onto their attendances numbers when heOs playing, but the danger is that he
becomes an attraction just for those games; an isolated, if massively popular figure. For
football to really expand, the community roots of the game need to grow substantially
and flourish over the coming decade before American football can ever hope to
permanently increase in popularity, as DB hopes his participation can help it to do.

And that isnOt just about playing football, its about watching football at all levels
discussing it every day of the week, having it dissected and analysed by the press and
media 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Football culture is unrelenting. 1tOs a restless,
ever changing beast that needs feeding on an hourly basis. Football365.com, who | have
written a column for the last 6 years couldnOt exist at all, let alone get 1 million visitors a
month without this all consuming football culture.

| would love for Beckham to be the first in a vanguard of major European players plying
their trade in America. 10d love America to become a major world football force, and
nationally, itOs already achieved so much. But | fear the sheer size of the country will
mean the football will never be a deeply entrenched widespread game, even if it grows
and develops in states like California, which isnOt to say that thousands of people wonOt
continue to love and support the game.



Maybe it doesnOt matter though. In fact, | rather like the way soccer is seen in the States
as a kind of upper class sport in contrast to the jock culture of American football. And
itOs also quite good to be into something which the majority of your neighbours and
work colleagues know nothing about. [tOs a bit like being into a band that no one has
heard of, thereOs a pleasure in being cultish and obscure.

Either way, when | return to California this year for an extended stay, | shall be going to
the Home Depot warehouse of football nirvana to see how DBOs influence has changed

stateside soccer.

Add your comment.
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Interview with Author of a New Book about Subbuteo
February 2nd, 2007 By The Gaffer

| recently had the pleasure of speaking with Mark Adolph
about a book he recently wrote about a topic thatOs near
and dear to my heart N and many football fans around
the worldE Subbuteo.

P
For those who don®t know, Subbuteo wa$HE game \ fﬁ
growing up. Played on a green cloth mat, each of the two
players had eleven small minature figures that they could flick around the pitch and try
to score a goal as in the regular game of football. Of course, there were rules that specific
to Subbuteo, but the game was simple to learn and N before the creation of football
computer or video games N very, very addictive.

Regarding the history of Subbuteo, most casual players are unaware of the exciting life
that inventor Peter Adolph lived and how his idea blossomed into a huge industry N so
much so that Subbuteo became one of the largest employers in the Tunbridge Wells,
Kent area.

One of the reasons why Adolph wrote the book was because he was receiving so many
calls from people asking him for information about his fatherOs company. But he wrote
the book from his own personal perspective, so it doesnOt go into the years and detail
what teams were available for purchase. But instead offers a rare glimpse inside the
Adolph family household and the Subbuteo factory near Tunbridge Wells.

The book describes the old house where the Subbuteo factory was, and how the townQOs
people would get paid to handpaint the figures. During a recent interview with Adolph,

he described how people were paid per 1,000 figures that they handpainted and how
figures with stripes (such as Newcastle United and Sunderland) were more complicated
to paint (and, as a result, the painters would get paid more for those figures).
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Adolph estimates that 500 million figures (i.e. men) were created during the history of
Subbuteo. In the book, Adolph writes about his memories of his father and gives a very
honest and uncensored account. There were subject matters that werenOt very pleasant
for Adolph to write about his father, but although the story wasnOt all roses in the
Adolph household, the process of writing the book was very therapeudic for Mark.

Peter Adolph, the man, loved fast cars and liked American cars especially, said his son.
The Subbuteo business definitely funded his fatherOs passion. When asked what Peter
Adolph would have done if he hadnOt invented Subbuteo, his son mentioned how his
father was always a good singer and played and recorded in a professional dance band in
London during the 19400sAdolph shared how he and his father often went to matches
together. One of his most memorable experiences was going with his father to watch the
Queens Park Rangers (QPR) side from the 1975-76 season. With season tickets in hand
at Loftus Road, Adolph recounted his excitement at watching players such as Stan
Bowles and Gerry Francis.

| asked Mark what his most prized Subbuteo possession is and whether he still plays the
game. Yes, he does still play the game his father invented, which isnOt a surprise. But
what is a surprise is that in the mid-600s Subbuteo produced a set of Beatles characters
that were approximately two inches high. ItOs estimated that his prized possession is
worth in the range of $25,000-$35,000. Adolph also spoke fondly about some of his
other prized possessions such as a Subbuteo pitch that was custom-made for him from
the mid-600s to late-70s. He also talked about how he used to play the game against his
father.

AdolphOs hope is that sometime in the future a permanent museum devoted to Subbuteo
be built in Tunbridge Wells. For now, though, we can dust off those Subbuteo boxes and
relive our fond memories, and read MarkOs book to gain a better understanding of the
man who created one of the greatest soccer games eve®©Growing Up With Subbuteo:

My Dad Invented The WorldOs Greatest GameO is available at all fine book retailers
including www.sportsbooks.ltd.uk

Add your comment.
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Simply The Best: Manchester UnitedOs 2006-07 Side
February 5th, 2007 By The Gaffer

Manchester United is playing together so well as a
team right now that they appear unstoppable. If
they keep on playing like this, the FA Cup and
Champions League trophies must surely be within
their grasp.

Meville

Take Man UnitedOs performance yesterday against £
Tottenham as an example. The side is playing so Carfick
well together as a team right now that | donOt see o
any weaknesses in the side. Even the players on the .
bench (Solskjaer, Saha and Heinze) have that same
hunger and killer instinct that the rest of the team

possesses.

And at the end of the day, the football theyOre playing is attractive and entertaining to
watch. Compare that to ChelseaOs sensational season last year despite the Blues playing
a boring brand of football.

Looking at Man UnitedOs squad, what a revelation Vidic and Evra have been this season.
While they both had a shaky start last season, both have improved considerably with
Vidic being a surprise as an attacking threat up front. His goal against Spurs showed so
much focus and determination as he ran on to the corner and headed the ball into the
back of the net.

Evra, too, has been sensational especially when he pushes deep down the left wing with
his explosive runs from defense. Who would have thought a defender could have so
much pace and dribbling skills?

You have to wonder if this is the best well-rounded Man United team (with a focus on
the word OteamO) in years. Sure, United has had their Beckhams and CantonaOs in the
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past, but this side has eleven great players with a self-belief and determination that will
continue to crush opposing clubs.

LetOs hope that more Premiership sides follow Manchester UnitedOs example and realize
that an awe-inspiring 4-4-2 attack can produce better results and bigger gates than the
conservative and anti-football 4-5-1.

Add your comment.
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1tOs Time To Put The Four Horse Race Out to Pasture
February 19th, 2007 By John Nicholson

The Champions League returns this week. Thank God. It seems to have been away for
months. With 5 British clubs involved, at last weOll see some proper, competitive football
games featuring the Premiership big four and Celtic.

The top sides in the domestic leagues are so far ahead in terms of resources and players
that both the English and Scottish leagues are only actually competitive when the top
sides play a weakened side. If they all played their strongest sides, theyOd win or draw
almost every game. 1tOs bloody boring. But the Champions League matches them with
more equal opposition and everyone plays their best side.

Liverpool will be sorely tested in Barcelona; Porto will be no push over for Chelsea. Lille
shouldnOt be too tough a task for Man United, Arsenal face a tricky tie in Eindhoven but
it is at Celtic Park where the home side take on AC Milan that will be the tie of the
round. The atmosphere will be the best anywhere in Europe. Loud, passionate and
fierce, they will roar on the hoops to overcome the Italian giants. How much more
exciting and brilliant than playing, say, Falkirk?

| get the feeling that itOs only the Champions League that really matters to any of the big
four in the Premiership. In fact, when you listen to the likes of Arsene Wenger youOd
think that domestic football is all just too taxing for his players. He doesnOt want FA Cup
replays, he doesnOt want to play his first team in the league cup and there are too many
games to play in Premiership apparently. Perhaps they just donOt want to play football at
all. At times itOs like itOs all a terrible chore to them. YouOd think his players were made
out of bone china as opposed to being athletes the way he goes on about how tired they
get and how many injuries they have.

And heOs not alone in this. Mourinho and Benitez have both complained about similar
issues over the past two years and Ferguson all but invented the notion of playing a
reserve team in League Cup games or matches against lower placed sides. Celtic are 22
points ahead in the SPL, it just not a proper competition any more. Is it any wonder
some fans are growing disillusioned?



So the time has surely come to let the big four go and Celtic too. ItOs time to release them
from the burden of domestic football that they are so frequently moaning about. A
European Super LeagueOs time has come. The clubs themselves are making the case
clear.

They donOt have to really fully compete in 75% of the games in the Premiership in order
to get a result because theyOre so far ahead. So whatOs the point of them even being
there? If only theyOd get lost, we can have a proper league competition again. We can
have cup competitions without managers moaning about playing too much football if
thereOs a replay. It would reduce negative football because all clubs would know that
they had a chance of winning and would play more attacking football to do so.

At the moment half the sides in the league know that they will get O or at best 1 point out
of a possible 6 when they play the big four. They have to write those off at the start of the
season. Without them being in the league imagine how liberating it would be for
everyone else. It would be fantastic and it would rejuvenate the domestic game.

WeOd all still get to see the big clubs plying their trade in Europe. WeOd enjoy the more
even competition. There simply isnOt any down side to it. Only tradition and
conservatism is against the idea but if the game is to remain a healthy, competitive
spectacle, then itOs time has come.

Add your comment.
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Famous Musicians Who Are Mad Soccer Fans
March 18th, 2007 By The Gaffer

This weekOs episode of the EPL Talk
Podcast features a special segment on
famous musicians and the teams they
support. Here are the starting eleven plus
a very large and growing substituteOs
bench:

1. Julio Iglesias (Real Madrid).

Did you know the famous Spanish
singer was once the goalkeeper
for Real MadridOs junior squad? Strange but true.

2. Luciano Pavarotti (AS Roma). The Italian opera singer is near and dear to
the heart of soccer fans after The Three Tenors performed so many incredible
songs for Italia 1990.

3. Brian Johnson (Newcastle United). The lead singer from AC/DC is a
massive Newcastle United fan, so much so that he played a cameo role in OGoal:
The MovieO wearing a Toon shirt and says a few lines.

4. Paul Oakenfold (Chelsea). The Chelsea fan and the worldOs most famous DJ
has a studio in LA named after Stamford Bridge, and has traveled the world to

watch Boca Juniors.

5. Joe Elliott (Sheffield United). Def LeppardOs lead singer is a die-hard Blades
fan, while bandmate Rick Savage supports Sheffield Wednesday.

6. Rod Stewart (Celtic). The Scottish singer still kicks soccer balls into the
crowd at his concerts, and has travelled the world following Celtic.

7. Steve Harris (West Ham United). The Iron Maiden founder and bass
guitarist loves the Hammers so much that he often plays a guitar onstage thatOs
designed with West Ham colors, and wears a Hammers scarf in concert.

8. Robbie Williams (Port Vale). One of the most successful solo artists in the
world (OFeel,0 ORock DJO) is such a big Port Vale supporter that heOs also a
shareholder. His album, OSing When YouOre SingingO pictures Williams wearing
a football kit.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

lan Astbury (Everton). The lead singer of The Cult has played with
Hollywood United FC in southern California, and released a remix version of a
song from his solo band Holy Barbarians entitled ODolly Bird (Goodison Park
Shuffle).O (see videhere)

Liam Gallagher (Manchester City). The Oasis vocalist played a massive
concert at CityOs former ground, Maine Road, in 1996.

David Gray (Manchester United). Famous for the single OBabylon,O Gray
recently helped commentate the Arsenal against Man United match for BBC
radio.

Substitutes:

Steve Jones (Chelsea). The former Sex Pistols guitarist is a die-hard Chelsea
fan.

Billy Duffy (Manchester City). The lead guitarist from The Cult (OFire

Woman,O OShe Sells SanctuaryO) has been known to wear Man City shirts on
stage, and also plays for Hollywood United FC with other celebrities in southern
California.

Chris DeBurgh (Liverpool). Recently profiled on The Game Podcast from
The Times, DeBurgh (who is famous for the single OThe Lady In RedO) supports
the team in Red from Merseyside.

Noel Gallagher (Manchester City). The mad Man City fan was rumoured to
be interested in purchasing half the pitch and many stadium seats from CityOs
old ground, Maine Road.

Johnny Marr (Manchester City). The former guitarist of The Smiths had
trials at Manchester City and was approached by Nottingham Forest to play
football.

DJ Judge Jules (Arsenal). The Gooner fan remixed the Premier League

anthem, which is currently played around football grounds in England and on
the EPL Review and Preview shows.

Fatboy Slim (Brighton). The famous DJ owns 12% of Brighton & Hove
Albion.

Elton John (Watford). The former chairman and director still has a
significant financial investment in the club.

Simon Le Bon (Manchester United). Although Duran DuranOs lead singer
is from Birmingham, heOs an avid Man United fan.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7uFk6Q_K3Y
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/osm/story/0,,349321,00.html

The question is: Who are we missing? Tell us your stories or personal encounters with
famous musicians and the football clubs they adore.

Add your comment.



http://www.epltalk.com/famous-musicians-who-are-mad-soccer-fans/651#comments

Frank Lampard, Hooligans and a Muffin
March 23rd, 2007 By John Nicholson

Ask most Americans what Britain is
famous for and youOll invariably get
the same answers. Bad teeth, The
Beatles, The Queen, Benny Hill and
Are You Being Served and the
muffin B which is a bizarre sexual
practise we are all obliged by law to
indulge in on the Isles. Honest.

Aside from those, a lot of people
know us for our football hooligans. - ﬁ‘ - -'-T' o b adil;
We invented hooligans in Britain.

1tOs a word first used at the end of the 19th century in Police reports to describe rowdy
people, often rowdy Irish people. 70 years later it was almost exclusively used in the
context of football. British football hooligans became world famous for their violence
and sheer numbers. Most clubs had a OteamO of serious nutters who would turn up at
games looking for a fight with the other clubs team of psychos.

Growing up in the 70s | thought this was normal. Dodging flying bottles and managing
not to get seven shades of shite knocked out of you was all part of everyday life if you
went to a lot of football matches.

It all reached a peak in the 80s when mass fights between fans and the police and

anyone else who got in the way broke out on the pitch, in the grounds, on the streets and
in the pubs as OfansO went on orgies of violence. It got very unpleasant even for kids like
us who had grown up in an air of vague menace and violence. Many of us stopped going
to football simply because our idea of a good time wasnOt being assaulted by a fat bastard
called Smezza. TheyOre always called Smezza for some reason.

These days life at the football is very different. The chances of Smezza and his mates
performing a lobotomy on you with their 18 hole Doc Martens are now fairly small. He
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has either been killed off, quite literally, or heOs been rehabilitated with the help of
Prozac or Lithium.

So when we get incidents such as those on Monday night when a fan runs on the pitch
with the intent of giving a slap to a player or anyone else who gets in his way, there is a
sharp intake of breath at the shock of it all, quickly followed by a big cheer.

It is a plain fact that almost everyone likes to see a pitch invader and one with intent to
beat up a player is especially welcome, possibly because so many fans feel like players
are taking the piss out of us with their insane wages and half-arsed performances, as
well as their outrageously good looking if vacuous air-headed girlfriends. 10m not afraid
to say | love it, even though the majority of the media and the rest of the gamesO
authorities are obliged to wag a metaphorical finger and shake their heads gravely and
say OisnOt it terrible.O

Secretly they know that we all love it. Its anti authoritarian and seems especially
outrageous in these more tame, placid times when you can even get thrown out of a
ground for fucking swearing and a player can get booked for Oover-celebrating.O

However, that doesnOt mean, as some commentators have suggested, that if we celebrate
the occasional pitch invasion, that we want to return to the dark days of the 80s or that

itOs a slippery slope back to those lawless days. We donOt want to sit behind big fences, as
they still do in some parts of Europe, like caged animals waiting to get out and savage
someone. Almost all of us hated the violence we grew up with. However, there is

something totally irresistible about a rebel fan so incensed by a player that he feels the
need to run right across the pitch, evading stewards and police in order to plant one on

the him in the full knowledge heOll be banned for life and even end up in jail. Hell, itOs
almost noble.

1tOs such a rare thing to happen that it would be wrong not to enjoy it on the occasions it
does happen. Last season QPR keeper Simon Royce was attacked by a fan and it was one
of the funniest things youOll ever see. Royce, a massive man, was holding the wildly
thrashing fan at bay with one hand the way youOd hold off a small child who is having a
tantrum.



Neither that incident, nor the one on Monday indicated a return to the inglorious days

of the hooligan and we should be free to enjoy these isolated incidents for what they are
rather than suffer the moral opprobrium of a media which is all too keen to show the
incident a 100 times in slow motion on order to properly show the true Ohorror.O

Add your comment.
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Premier LeagueOs Marketing Needs To Improve
March 24th, 2007 By The Gaffer

A couple of weeks ago in the
EPL Talk Email Newsletter, |

wrote about how advanced NEWSLETTER =
the Bundesliga was in Bball Liga GmbH
comparison to the FA Premier March Edition 2007

League when it comes to
marketing itself.

Dear irismds of the

The Bundesliga web siteis far :::::;.p

superior to the Premiership e :

one. The German league L [t
handles all of the TV DA RS | | oo s 1 i S e g
broadcasts for all of the ?ﬁfﬁ:mﬁﬂ ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁ“;ﬁﬁmmﬂm“
Bundesliga matches to e e presint I -

LEagus A5 caton HIGHLIGHT 5

Furter wenfarvial | | Qusdssibos Geswlainn Beses shallsmos nsdesm Saballom e |

maintain consistency and a
high standard, and the
German league announced a deal with Major League Soccer recently to share best
practices.

Compare that to the FA Premier League, and the Premiership seems practically invisible
in comparison. 1tOs the Premiership clubs such as Chelsea, Manchester United and
Arsenal who are making all of the moves in America. Now the Bundesliga has published
its own email newsletter to promote the league (pictured above). The Premier League
offers nothing. There is hope in the near future as the Premier League is planning on
relaunching their web site later this year hopefully in time for the 2007/2008

Premiership season. In the meantime, the FA Premier League should consider taking a
lesson or two from the Bundesliga.

Add your comment.
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The First Soccer Web Site | Ever Visited
March 28th, 2007 By The Gaffer

What was the first soccer web site you ~ EHGLISH
goccermef

 Basseiien o Sgansemis  Smumrtep_§

remember visiting?

For me, my memory is a little dusty but | ——u
do remember being in college in 1996 ..;.’ '
and my professor was raving about the

Mosaic web browser in one of her classes. P e S | T
- . Cavemiry Liiedli. -
Around that time, | remember using a 28 5 0, e 8 i)

xxxxxx

bunch of different services to access the ==l =l - | T

Internet. One was Prodigy, which was
partly owned by Sears. Another was
CompuServe. Then we had some terminals in the college library. And | started using
AOL around that time, too. One of the services, | canOt remember which, listed the
results from English matches. But the first soccer web site | remember visiting, and
visiting frequently, was Soccernet N which, at that time, was owned by The Daily Mail
newspaper in England before theysold it to ESPN in 1999. The design of the site was
extremely primitive (click on the above image for a close-up) or see more exampleshere

and here. But it was my first love in terms of soccer sites before | later discovered the
BBC Sport site.

While ESPN has obviously taken the Soccernet brand and completely enhanced it, |
wonder in hindsight whether the Daily Mail regrets selling the site to ESPN. The current
Daily Mail site is extremely poor, but | would imagine that the Daily Mail brand was
much more popular in the late 900s because of the web site. It was the first English
newspaper that jumped to my mind back then. Now, | hardly even think about it or
consider purchasing a copy when 10m in EnglandWhat was your first soccer web site
you visited? Add your comment.
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Who Reigns Supreme? Fox Soccer Channel, Setanta Sports or
GolTV
April 2nd, 2007 By The Gaffer

If youOre a soccer fan in the United States, youOre familiar with the three most accessible
24/7 soccer networks, Fox Soccer Channel, GolTV and Setanta Sports. But you may be
very surprised at the latest EPL Talk study where we closely examined a typical week for
all three networks and calculated how often they broadcast different leagues, and what
comprises their overall programming.

First, some background. EPL Talk studied the TV guides for all three networks for the
same week: From Saturday, March 31st at 12:01am through Friday, April 6 at midnight.
We surveyed each program and, based on what type of program it was, we labelled it as
belonging to one of six categories. More details about how the survey was conducted
appear at the foot of the article.

Programming
Second, here are the results followed by a description and analysis of the findings. The
first focuses on what comprises the programming at the three major soccer networks:

fsc_programming Who Reigns Supreme? Fox Soccer Channel, Setanta Sports or GolTV
Fox Soccer Channel

The majority of programming (32%) at Fox features replays of matches. Particularly,

Fox Soccer Channel tends to often repeat the Premiership matches throughout the
midweek. Fox also relies heavily on news and highlight shows (31%) including OThrough
The NightO from Sky, OFox Soccer Report,O OFootball Asia,0 J-League highlights and
other programs.

Only 18% of FoxOs programming features live matches (or ones that are shown on a
same-day delay [SDD]).



Entertainment shows such as OFox Football Fone InO and ODream TeamO comprise 4% of
its programming. And infomercials, which are played during the morning hours, take up
15% of FSCOs programming, almost more than the live and SDD matches.

Setanta Sports

| found it surprising that 42% of SetantaOs programming in the U.S. focuses on sports
such as rugby, Australian Rules football and gaelic football. Much of this programming
is played late in the night, though, and Setanta N in comparison to Fox N doesnOt
feature infomercials.

Twenty eight percent of SetantaOs programming focuses on replays from matches played
earlier that day or week. Some of this, like Fox, include reruns of the Premiership
matches from the weekend, or Le Championnat matches from France.

Schedules change week-by-week for all three networks, but in this particular week,

Setanta devotes 17% of its programming to matches that are live or on a same-day delay.
Thirteen percent of the Irish broadcasterOs content focuses on news and highlight shows
such as the OEPL Review Show,0 OFootball Asia,O Chelsea TV and Manchester United TV.

goltv_programming Who Reigns Supreme? Fox Soccer Channel, Setanta Sports or
GolTV

GolTV

Out of the three networks, GolTV replays more of its matches (36%). The network
replays many of its best matches from the weekend (such as Bundesliga, La Liga and
Serie A) throughout the week. However, GolTV does feature the most news and
highlights with shows such as Arsenal TV, Liverpool TV, OAmerican Soccer,O and
Bundesliga, Serie A and La Liga highlight shows, among others.

Eighteen percent of its matches are shown live or on same-day delay. Incredibly, the
vast majority of those occur on Saturdays and Sundays. On Saturday, March 31st, GolTV
featured 14 hours of live and/or same-day delay matches, while the network numbered
12 hours on Sunday.

Infomercials comprise 13 percent of its programming, while one percent focuses on
entertainment (OSoccer Academy.O)



Leagues
LetOs take a look at the three networks to see how much programming time they feature
on the different leagues. Some of the findings may surprise you.

fsc_leagues Who Reigns Supreme? Fox Soccer Channel, Setanta Sports or GolTV
Fox Soccer Channel

Incredibly, 50% of the soccer matches that Fox Soccer Channel broadcasts are
comprised of the Premier League. Of course thatOll change when the new season of
Major League Soccer kicks off this weekend, but it just goes to show how much Fox
relies on the coverage and how often it replays the EPL matches.

Twelve percent of FoxOs matches are from the Serie A, which will increase significantly
beginning with the 2007/2008 season because Fox will then own the rights. The
ChampionOs Cup (10%) is an anomaly and scores highly due to a few games being shown
this week both live and replayed.

Setanta Sports

setanta_leagues Who Reigns Supreme? Fox Soccer Channel, Setanta Sports or GolTV
With Setanta, 42% of the matches it broadcasts feature the Premiership, while 21% focus
on the UEFA Champions League. The Scottish Premier League (SPL) is also well
represented at 15%. Note: What | neglected to include was one match from the Dutch
Eredivisie.

goltv_leagues Who Reigns Supreme? Fox Soccer Channel, Setanta Sports or GolTV
GolTV

GolTV broadcasts a wide range of soccer leagues, but the lionshare is commited to
SpainOs La Liga (37%). The EPL, surprisingly, is 13% of GolTVOs soccer matches that the
network broadcasts, all thanks to Arsenal TV and Liverpool TV (and the subsequent

times the programs are replayed).

Additional Thoughts

While GolTV broadcasts the most live/SDD coverage on weekends, the challenge is that
the network offers little original or new programming to watch during the week. The
exceptions are Arsenal TV and Liverpool TV, as well as the OAmerican SoccerO show. But
without the UEFA Cup and Champions League, GolTV offers fewer choices during the
week.



In a perfect world, soccer fans in the United States will embrace all three networks and
watch the best bits that suit them. There is, after all, much to choose from.

Which network is the best? It all depends what you like and what you want to see. All
three offer pros and cons.

Additional notes about how the research was conducted: Live/SDD matches only
include soccer matches, not other sports; and the Arsenal TV and Liverpool TV
programs were each categorized as 2 hours of replayed matches, with one hour of
news/highlights.

Add your comment.
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English Premier League Theme Song/Anthem
April 3rd, 2007 By The Gaffer

If youOve been searching for the Premier
League anthem by DJ Judge Jules in MP3
format, IOve found them courtesy of EPL
Talk.

You can choose between:

> English Premier League theme
> Premier League Dance Remix (Long

version)

> Premier League Dance Remix (Short version)

To read the story behind the making of the Premier League anthem, gohere.

Add your comment.
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Only 3 Percent of EPL Matches End In A Shock Win
April 7th, 2007 By The Gaffer

Before todayOs two shock
results (Portsmouth 2-1 Man
United, and Arsenal 0-1 West ;
Ham), how many times this | AR R ' s _-_-'_' i
season had there been shock %~ % LA '1 ':3-; ‘. l'
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¥
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wins?

Well, the answer is 19. Out of )
the 619 matches played this [ &f
season prior to Saturday, only ¥ ]
3% of those matches featured

shock wins (which equates to a shock result once in every 32 matches). Some of you may
disagree, but here are the 19 matches that | consider shock wins this season:

Middlesbrough 2-1 Chelsea
Manchester City 1-0 Arsenal

Everton 3-0 Liverpool

Manchester United 0-1 Arsenal
Tottenham Hotspur 2-1 Chelsea
West Ham United 1-0 Arsenal

Bolton Wanderers 3-1 Arsenal
Fulham 2-1 Arsenal

West Ham United 1-0 Manchester United
Arsenal 6-2 Blackburn Rovers
Sheffield United 1-0 Arsenal

Reading 6-0 West Ham United
Middlesbrough 5-1 Bolton Wanderers
Liverpool 2-0 Chelsea

Watford 2-1 Middlesbrough

Arsenal 2-1 Manchester United
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Sheffield United 2-1 Tottenham Hotspur
Blackburn Rovers 1-2 West Ham United
Everton 1-0 Arsenal

What does this say about the English Premier League? By far, shock wins occur far too
infrequently. Nineteen shock results out of 619 matches screams of far too many
predictable matches. And predictability breeds boredom.

What needs to happen to buck the trend? First, more teams need to play attacking
football like Reading and go for the jugular in matches instead of sitting back in fear.
Second, the top four teams in the four horse race need to move up to a European Super
League to allow the remainder of the Premiership teams to face a fair fight and give
them an opportunity to win the league. Otherwise the gap between the top four and the
teams below will continue to increase even more to the detriment of the league.

Add your comment.
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MySpace Pages of Famous Soccer Celebrities
April 10th, 2007 By The Gaffer

In another sign that the Internet is making the world a smaller place, take a look at some
of the following MySpace pages from famous soccer celebrities such as players,
commentators and presenters:

John Motson
Peter Brackley

Peter Drury

Andy Gray
Garth Crooks

Efan Ekoku
Momo Sissoko
Dan OOHagan
Georgie Bingham
Hayley McQueen
Katie Chapman
Alan Brazil

Jeff Stelling
Robbie Earle

lan Wright
Carlton Palmer
Des Walker
Les Ferdinand

Ron Atkinson

Chris Kamara

Sven Goran Eriksson

Alan Hansen
Ally McCoist
Steve Claridge
Jim Rosenthal
Katie Chapman
Carlos Tevez



http://www.myspace.com/johnmotson
http://www.myspace.com/peterbrackley
http://www.myspace.com/peterdrury
http://www.myspace.com/andygrayskysports
http://www.myspace.com/garthgreenback
http://www.myspace.com/efan_ekoku
http://www.myspace.com/sissoko
http://www.myspace.com/danohagan
http://www.myspace.com/georgiebingham
http://www.myspace.com/hayleymcqueen
http://www.myspace.com/katiechapman17
http://www.myspace.com/alanbrazil
http://www.myspace.com/mmmgeorgiethompson
http://profile.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewprofile&friendid=116177876
http://www.myspace.com/ianwrightwrightwright
http://www.myspace.com/carltonpalmer
http://www.myspace.com/deswalkerlovesyou
http://www.myspace.com/sir_les_ferdinand
http://www.myspace.com/ronatkinson
http://www.myspace.com/christopherkamara
http://www.myspace.com/sven_goraneriksson
http://www.myspace.com/alanhansen
http://www.myspace.com/coisty
http://www.myspace.com/steve_claridge_999
http://www.myspace.com/jimrosenthal
http://www.myspace.com/katiechapman17
http://www.myspace.com/piolavago101

In the meantime, feel free to check out the EPL Talk MySpace page at
http://www.myspace.com/epltalk

Add your comment.
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Breaking News: Premier League Sues YouTube
May 4th, 2007 By The Gaffer

This Premier Leaguefiled a lawsuit this afternoon against PREMIER
YouTube in a New York court alleging that O[YouTube] LEAGUE
encourages massive copyright infringment on its Web site to

generate public attention and boost traffic. This has resulted in the loss of valuable
content.O

The lawsuit goes on to say that the ODefendants, which own and operate the Web site
YouTube.com, have knowingly misappropriated and exploited this valuable property for
their own gain without payment or license to the owners of the intellectual property.O

Of course, this is all about money. The Premier League feels it needs to protect its rights
and keep its current rights holders content. Having highlights of Premiership football
matches on YouTube is illegal, and the Premier League wants to do everything it can to
control the content so it can make huge amounts of additional revenue in the future.

However, there are two schools of thought regarding videos on YouTube. Do you protect
your rights and sue as Viacom also did? Or do you promote the distribution of the
content on YouTube thinking that it does more good than harm?

The Premier LeagueOs track record thus far is to sue.
You may remember that in October, a company named NetResult (who was hired by the

Premier League) sent a letter (essentially a cease and desist notice) to popular web site
101greatgoals.comdemanding that they remove the video footage clips However,

101greatgoals.comwasnOt hosting the videos. It was, and continues to do so, just linking
to clips at YouTube. The Premier League finally wised up, as withessed today, that it
needs to stop the problem at its source, which is YouTube and its owners, Google.

The decision taken by the Premier League today is shortsighted and reflective of how
clueless they are about the Internet. If YouTube decides to stop showing video highlights
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of Premiership matches, there are tens if not hundreds of other sites that the Premier
League will need to sue also. The whole viral nature of the Internet is practically
impossible to govern, so instead of sueing companies, the Premier League should be
embracing it. Sure, lose money in the short-term on the video highlights. But in the long
term the FA Premier League could gain more revenue and a greater worldwide appeal by
allowing new fans to watch the videos thereby attracing new legions of fans (and
revenue).

In contrast, instead of suing YouTube, many leagues such as the National Hockey
League, National Basketball Association and teams such as the Premier LeagueOs own
Chelsea, have embraced YouTube and created their own channels on the web site.

On the pitch, the Premier League is ahead of the other leagues, but off the pitch and in
the world of the Internet, the league is clueless.

The lawsuit is part of a class action suit filed by the Premier League and an indie music
label. Their press release can be readhere, and the entire class action suit document
can be found here.

Add your comment.
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John Nicholson: Wide Awake In America
May 10th, 2007 By John Nicholson

Palm Springs, for a pallid white kid from the
industrial wastelands of the north east of England is
about as close to Eden as 10m likely to get. As | write _
its 90 degrees in the shade, the pool at the villas IOm
staying at is blue and inviting, and the beers are
colder than a witchOs tit. | could get used to this way
of life, especially with $2 to the £1 making me feel
unreasonably rich.

However, I0ve got to say the only downside is the
fact that despite the best efforts of FSC, the internet
and all the other football media, itOs easy to lose
touch with the whole culture of British football. |
have FSC but not Setanta and | get to see all the games that are on but somehow the
experience to me is one of being an observer rather than as a fan the day to day flow, the
drip feed of football news and opinion is just harder to come by and so you end up not
bothering. Or | do anyway.

| have to say though that when | meet or hear from American football fans, they are
incredibly well informed, far more informed than a typical English fan. | suspect this is
because you get an overview of all European football here and so are as likely to be
exposed to German, Spanish or Italian football as the EPL. It also seems that because
the sport itself is a minority interest, those who decide to take the plunge and get into
football tend to be more committed per se. They also seem less parochial. All this seems
to go together to make well educated fans with a broad and detailed grasp of teams,
players and tactics. This is in direct contrast to the commonly held view of American
football fans outside of the country which likes to be snooty about them.

ItOs an interesting phenomenon to me because on this trip I0Ove realised, as football gets
more popular over here, that one of the reasons American fans tend to be well educated
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about the game is because so many fans in England are very focused on their club and
find it difficult to take an objective look or even an interest in any other clubs or
countries. Perhaps when your allegiances are less visceral or locally held it makes it
easier to get a bigger, broader picture.

The other aspect of football life here that IOm enjoying is that every single cab driver
supports a Premiership side and a side from their home country. It goes without saying
that not a single cab driver I0ve had from San Francisco to Palm Springs was born here.
In over 15 years of coming to American | have had just one American by birth taxi

driver!

On this trip IOve had an Armenian who supported Chelsea and Spartak Moscow, an
Iranian who was a Liverpool fan, a Swedish guy who supported Gothenburg and Leeds,
even a Mexican who followed Everton! [tOs mad but very enjoyable. Proof once again
that football is a universal community and language that unites the world like no other
sport, contrary to popular European opinion, even in America.

Add your comment.
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Premier League Drops OPremiership® Name in UK
May 21st, 2007 By The Gaffer

Blink and you may have missed it, but this past weekend the  PREMIER
English Premier League announced that it officially changed ~ LEAGUE
the name of its league from the Barclays Premiership to

Barclays Premier League.

Previously, the official names used was Barclays Premiership (in the UK) and Barclays
Premier League (outside the UK). Now, the EPL has decided to adopt one name
worldwide, the Barclays Premier League.

Of course, we can all drop the sponsorOs name from the title, so the consistent name
across the globe will be the Premier League. The move makes sense in my opinion. With
the NFL, itOs just that. The NFL. ThereOs no variations of what the league is called, so itOs
easier and more cost-effective to build a brand name.

Of course, old habits die hard so you can expect everyone in the UK (and outside) to
continue calling the Premier League the OPremiership.O

Thanks to reader JeffyHash for bringing the story to my attention.

Add your comment.
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How Much Premier League Clubs Earn from Sponsorship Deals
May 22nd, 2007 By The Gaffer

While we all know that Manchester United finished at the top of the Premier League
table this season, how do the top 20 teams compare in the financial league table? How
much money are the teams pulling in from their kit manufacturer? And whoOs getting
the most money from their main club sponsor?

HereOs the league table of how much money the top 20 are getting from their sponsors
(thanks to superb research byPurelyManCity ):

Team Sponsor Sector Value Unitil

per year
an United AlG insurance £14m May 2010
Chelsea Samsung electronics E11m My 2010
T ottenham Mansion Casings £8.5m July 2010
Arsenal Emirates srline EG4nm®  Aug 204
Liverpoal Carlsherg brewing £5.0m?  May 2007
Mewcastie Morthem Rock finance £5.0m May 2010
Bollon Reabok sportswear £2.0m Wiy 2009
Fulhairr LG alectronics E32.0m May 2009
Charlton Llanera property £1.5m hay 2010
Man City Thomas Cook  travel £1.5m  May 2008
Middlesbrough 888.com internet gaming £1.5m May 2007
Everion Chang Beer  bBrewing £1.5m7 May 2008
Aston Villa 32Red online gaming  £0.9m May 2008
Portsmouth Okl printing £0.8m Jun 2009
others
Blackbum Betld anling gamiling
Reading Kyocera electronics sy 2007
Sheffield United Capital One carfinance WAy 2007
Wialtond Loans, co.uk finance
West Ham Jobserve recruitrnent M ay 2007
Wigan B SpOrSweEar

* plus stadiven sponsorship worth £2 5m & year
** aytersion of ongiral one-wear deal worth £1 5m
% plus reve noe-sharing amangemment

WhatOs surprising to me in the above chart is the relatively small amount of money, in
comparison, the Merseyside clubs are getting. If you think of what their league positions
were this season (third for Liverpool, and sixth for Everton) and then look at the above
chart, you can see the disparency.
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For more excellent research including how much money the clubs are getting from their
respective kit manufacturers, read the rest of the story at PurelyManCity .

Breaking news:  Liverpool has renewed its sponsorship dealwith Carlsberg for three

more years.

Add your comment.
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Aston Villa Restores Holte Hotel to its Former Glory
May 23rd, 2007 By The Gaffer

In the next few weeks, Aston
Villa will reopen a part of its
history when the Holte Hotel
restoration is completed
outside Villa Park.

The Victorian building, which
dates back to the 19th
century, used to feature 10
bedrooms, its own 400
capacity music hall, billiard
rooms and two bowling greens. The hotel, essentially a late Victorian pub, was located

adjacent to Villa Park, one of the most historic stadiums in England. The name Holte is
synonymous with Villa ParkOs Holte End, which was once the largest Kop in the country.
The massive Holte End stand used to hold up to 22,600 supporters.

In December, Aston Villa announced a major restoration plan to stabilize the building

and return the exterior of the building to its former glory. The pub will be available for

fans on matchdays as well as being made available for business meetings. To me, Villa is
to be commended for renovating the building and making it a part of the Villa Park
experience once again.

The club has invested $5 million in restoring the hotel. ItOs scheduled to open within the
next few days to weeks. Aston Villa is also seriously considering redeveloping their
North Stand and possibly increasing the capacity in the next few years by 10,000.See
more pictures and background about Holte Hotel from Aston VillaOs web sitehere.

Add your comment.
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The Fear in Football
May 25th, 2007 By The Gaffer

1tOs something that most Premier League clubs
have and itOs ruining the game. ItOs called The
Fear.

| brought up the topic last night when |

interviewed Rodney Marsh for this MondayOsEPL
Talk Podcastepisode. Why is four-five-one more
prevalent now than ever before? Why has the
standard of football, as a whole, dropped? Why do
we see far fewer matches with free-flowing football
that excites and gets us up off the couch?

1tOs The FearThe fear of losing. The fear of getting
the sack. The fear of lost revenue. The fear of the shareholders getting antsy. The fear of
the press conference where you take the lumps for an exciting performance but the

match ending in a defeat. The fear of relegation.Playing conservatively reduces the

above fears, or so managers think. Play it safe and you wonOt get burned. DonOt
overextend the team and you wonOt be caught on a counter-attack. Play a 4-5-1 and hope
for a nil-nil away draw rather than lose all three points.

Of course, it doesnOt have to be this way. The prime example is Reading Football Club
who had no fear. They were one of the few teams this season that didnOt fear Chelsea.
They drew Man United at Old Trafford and could have easily won. They played
passionate attacking football and drove the fear into other teams rather than
internalizing it themselves. They showed that positive football can work.

Will more teams adopt ReadingOs approach next season or will they play it safe to avoid
relegation and to rake in the millions of pounds in cash. The latter is most likely, which
is a crying shame.Add your comment.
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Why EPL Clubs Should Buy English Not Foreign Players
June 30th, 2007 By John Nicholson

HereOs a mantra youOll all be familiar with: English
born players are over-priced. ThatOs why clubs buy so
many overseas players. You get good players for much
less money.

ThatOs the perceived wisdom. We can all point to
examples to prove this. Everton paid just a couple of
million quid for Arteta who was one of the best, most
creative midfielders last season; an absolute steal for
that money.

And initially, when you see Darren BentOs transfer for
the thick end of £16million, youOd think it was
undeniable that Englishmen are vastly over-priced. But IOve just realized that itOs not
true. LetOs stop defaulting to the usual stand point and look at the situation a bit closer.

The first thing we need say is that the majority of transfers of players so far this summer
have been on a free or for minimal money. Indeed, itOs a sign of the times that relatively
high profile players as diverse as Claudio Pizarro, Steve Sidwell, Tal Ben Haim, Sylvain
Distin, Sanli Tuncay, Mark Viduka, Antoine Sibierski all come to new clubs for nothing
except their massive wages. Hosts of transfers have been made for anything from
nothing to a couple of million.

Transfers that involve serious money are few and far between. And while it may have
been true in the past that English players are over-priced, weOre starting to see a change.
The over-valuation of foreign imports to the Premiership has always gone without

enough comment. There is a school of thought that seems to think a non English player

is always good value. But itOs time to question that.
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Liverpool has just paid £27 million for Torres (pictured). Torres is 23, so heOs not really,
really young, heOs just coming into his prime. But how good is he? 14 goals in 42 games
for Spain is good but not brilliant. 82 goals in 212 for Atletico Madrid is steady but not
world beating. For £27 million you want a lot more than a goal every third game. That
kind of record nets you about 13 goals in the Premiership season which wonOt good
enough to win Liverpool the league. So Benitez is gambling on Torres improving
substantially.

There are no reasons to think he wonOt improve but there are equally none to suggest he
will. Many players come to the Premiership and fail to perform, regardless of their
previous qualities. Shevchenko is just the most recent in a long line of players who just
canOt adapt to the Premiership. So be under no doubts, the Torres deal is a big and
expensive gamble.

Now when it come to Bent who is costing 10 million less - which is a lot less - he has
already proven to be able to score regularly in the Premiership, even at a poorly
performing club. You can argue that Bent isnOt as good a player as Torres and not a
proven international and youOd be right, but that might be irrelevant. Veron proved that
being a big money, established international doesnOt automatically mean youOll be able
to perform in this league.

Spurs are gambling far less than Liverpool are and itOs that safer bet that drives English
Premiership transfers up. You want a player to come to the club, fit in right away and
perform right away. No club wants to wait a season for a player to adjustEEthereOs no
reason why they should. Hell, its still football, itOs the same game, why should it take a
year to learn to run a bit faster?

Being a proven Premiership player is worth a lot financially and rightly so. Newcastle

are paying about one and a half million less for Joey Barton than Portsmouth are for
Muntari. Muntari might be brilliant, but he might not be. We donOt know yet. Big Sam
already knows what heOs going to get from Barton. Again, its less of a gamble and by
paying a couple of million less heOs got some cash in reserve to bail Joey out of jail after
heOs eaten someone during a mid-season break in Spain.

Manchester UnitedOs purchase of Nani and Anderson for over 31 million collectively is
another huge gamble and one which would have raised eyebrows if it had been done for



a couple of promising English players. Clearly they have huge potential and are already
internationals but so were Djemba Djemba and Kleberson and they were utter, utter
shite for Manchester United.

ItOs time to revise our opinion of the worth of English players. Suspicion remains that
the idea that they are over-priced is just all part of the anti-English snobbery that some
in England like to indulge in; self flagellation being one of the countriesO favourite
pastimes.

Add vour comment.
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Man United Finds Its Way On to HBOOs Entourage
July 1st, 2007 By The Gaffer

Was tonightOs episode of Entourage, the hippest
show on HBO, the tipping point for soccer in the
American mainstream?

For those of you who missed it, lead character
Vincent Chase walks into Dennis HopperOs house
and what is everyone watching but no less than a
Manchester United against Blackburn Rovers
match on TV. The scene centered around Hopper and his buddies placing a million
dollar bet on the match with Blackburn winning one nil and Ruud van Nistelrooy
missing a penalty for the Red Devils in the last minute.

While the video footage was dated and the scriptwriters evidently didnOt know the
difference between extra time and Oovertime,O having soccer be a significant part of the
script for the hugely successful Entourage show is a massive coup for soccer in the
States. Will it change anything overnight? Far from it, but itOll certainly add to the
coolness factor.

Add your comment.
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Drugs, Setanta & Rock OnO Roll
July 21st, 2007 By John Nicholson

In the UK, Setanta has started running ads for its new
live Premiership coverage, clearly keen to get a whole
hoard of new punters to stump up some hard earned
wonga for their service. Fair enough.

However, the ads they are running have the song
OGood TimesO by Eric Burdon and the Animals in. This
is a big mistake. 1tOs is a classic case of someone,
probably a coked up advertising exec who only
listened to one phrase and not to the whole song. This
often happens. One of the most popular songs to have played at your wedding is
apparently The PoliceOs OEvery Breath You TakeO which, if anyone bothered to listen to it
is a sinister song of obsession and manipulation. It is not a love song under any
circumstances and yet still people waltz up the aisle to it. Surely it would be more
appropriate to play Frank ZappaOs OThe Torture Never StopsO from the excellent Zoot
Allures album. Just a thought if youOre looking for inspiration for you big day.

Anyway, back to the Animals. Burdon was born and brought up in Walker-on-Tyne,
which is an area of Newcastle in the north-east of England, a town built on coal and hard
industry and strong drink.

Burdon, a terrific blues wailing singer, was a hard drinking, hard fighting sort of Geordie
that places like Walker-on-Tyne specialize in. As a student | lived there in a flat on
Walker Road which was so damp the mould on the walls made it look like you had flock
wallpaper.

After transatlantic success with the Animals, the band fell apart acrimoniously, with
Alan Price going solo and Chas Chandler managing Hendrix and later, Slade.

Good this isnOt it. Keep up 101l be asking questions later.
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Eric kept the name of the band and in 1967 released a brilliant aloum, called Winds Of
Change which is a document of his life after being exposed to west coast hippie culture
at the Monterey Pop Festival (where the band played a mesmeric version of the StonesO
Paint It Black with a bloke called John Weider on electric violin, who later played in a
brilliant rock band called Family who came from Leicester - the only decent band ever to
come from Leicester and who had a man called Roger Chapman as a singer who
sounded like a sheep singing the blues b he was, and still is, brilliant.)

Eric had started smoking lots of dope and taking lots of lovely LSD. California blew his
mind, as it is prone to do to impressionable heavy drinkers from the North East of
England.

Good Times is on that Winds Of Change album. It was a hit single, reaching 20 in the

UK and 7 in the USA as the ObO side to Warm San Franciscan Nights - which is the better
known song. In light of his drug experience, it is a paean to how he felt he had wasted so
much time in his life to that point. Hence these lines - which all feature in the Setanta

ad.

When | think of all the good time
thatOs been wasted having good times
When | was drinkinO

| shouldOve been thinkinO

When | was fighting

| couldOve done the right thing

All of that boozinO

| was really losin®

Good times

Setanta, clearly havenOt bothered to listen to anything in the song except the words
OGood TimesO and probably thought it was just about having a good time, but actually
itOs really about wasting time, wasting your life and about deluding yourself into

thinking youOre having a good time when youOre really not. ItOs the sort of self-analysis
that a lot of people go through after having their minds blown wide open by acid, as
opposed to sitting in front of a television and watching Birmingham v Wigan.



1tOs not exactly the vibe you want when trying to sell football on the telly to people is it?
Ooops.

Add your comment.
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"How Soccer Explains The World" Book Review
July 23rd, 2007 By Lonnie Smetana

HATI O WAL BESTSELLER

Ever since it was first released, Franklin
FoerOs book OHow Soccer Explains The
WorldO has been widely talked about. With
the leagues over for the summer, | was lucky
enough to finally get around to cracking
open a copy of the book to kick off my
summer soccer reading.

The bookOs stated goal is to use the
Ometaphor of soccerO to address some of the
Ofailures of globalization." What does Foer -\ FRANKLIN FOERs -
see as the Ofailures of globalizationO? S B
Globalization was supposed to homogenize culture and this has not happened, at least
not to the extent that was predicted. He also cites the failure of mass investment to
eliminate poverty in the countries receiving the investment. Foer attempts to examine
this issue in the chapter on Brazilian football. The chapter shows how attempts at
globalization and foreign investment have failed to unseat the feudal way that clubs
operate. The only connection to globalization, which he fails to make clearly, is how
foreign countries (typically a G8 nation like England or Germany) export BrazilOs
Onatural resourceO of talented footballers and derive greater value from that resource.
Foer starts to touch on the topic briefly in Chapter 6, when he examines the plight of an
African soccer player who has gone to the Ukrainian league in hopes of making it big.

Foer fails to recognize that what is now referred to as OglobalizationO can be viewed as an
age-old human desire to conquer and profit through trade, to spread beliefs and exploit
new lands. The strength of FoerOs argument coupling soccer and globalization is
debatable but this does not diminish the book as an enjoyable or read nor as one that

has something important to say. In fact, the book is better as an argument against the
universality of racism and sectarianism. Whether it is the sectarian battles of Rangers

and Celtic in Scotland or Spanish dictator Francisco FrancoOs oppression of Catalan-
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based FC Barcelona, soccer is not been exempt from the ills of society. | found the
Rangers fan interviewed by Foer to be almost inhumanely sad. | love watching soccer

and am passionate about the game but | simply could not get my head around this manOs
obsession. Here is someone willing to chuck aside everything, including his wife, for
Rangers FC. Why? Other than a few hours a week of entertainment and bigotry, what
was Rangers providing him? Foer lauds the man for his knowledge of Scottish

Protestant history but | think the religious idealism is just a veil to allow these brutish
thugs the excuse to hurl insults and commit acts of violence.

In fact, soccer serves as another example of how an idea or medium can be co-opted for
the purposes of propoganda by a group with an agenda to advance. What becomes clear
from reading this book is not that soccer helps explain the world but reflects the worldOs
ugliness and beauty in equal measures. We can also see that soccer is more often than
not, shaped by the culture of the country, rather than being the sculptor itself. For
example, look at the cultural rhetoric that turns up in press interviews by the English
national team coach. Steve McLaren has often talked of the teamOs need to show
OcourageO and OcharacterO, qualities that were trumpeted during the Churchill era and
even earlier. This chest-beating takes the place of the qualities that make for a truly
winning side N tactics and technical skill.

| should take a moment and say that the book is not all doom and gloom. | found the
story of the Iranian women who defied orders to not attend soccer games or celebrations
for the national team to be uplifting. The story has been chronicled in the recently
released film OOffside.O The chapter entitled Othat for a nation like Iran to affect a
change from theocratic rule to democracy, a secular nationalism must take place. He
suggests that the national soccer team has a unifying affect on the country and that
soccer has become a pro-Western, liberal mouthpiece for those feeling oppressed by
Islamic law. Not knowing the intricacies of Iranian culture, | cannot say whether FoerOs
theory is accurate or not but it was one of the chapters | gave more thought to and
enjoyed the most. (ReviewerOs note: Foer has since stated that some of his remarks in
the Iranian chapter were taken Omore seriouslyO then he intended. | think itOs a bit
naive for him to have thought otherwise.)

| also enjoyed the brief description of Valeri LobanovskyOs attempt to apply scientific
Marxism to soccer tactics. He believed that soccer could be mastered by uncovering the
gameOs mathematical underpinnings. He created a system of numerical values to signify



every OactionO in a game. It sounded a lot like a forerunner to the Actim Stats the
English Premier League features on its official website.

Despite the bookOs failure to successfully defend its thesis, it is a marvelous read and
Foer has a clean, conversational prose style. Foer does bring to light connections
between soccer and a variety of political and sociological elements but the book is better
viewed as a fascinating travelogue through some of the darker elements of the soccer
world. Foer documents the lives of some of the ludicrously dedicated fans, those that he
refers to as having Otranscendent enthusiasmO, with stunning clarity and shows what
happens when fandom slips into fanaticism.

The book is available from Amazon.com, Chapters.ca and many other booksellers.

Add your comment.
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Book Review: Studs
July 27th, 2007 By Tokyo Toffeeman

The Greatest Rotro Fostball Annuad The Wordd Has Ever Seen...

Studs! (Ebury Press) is an entertaining
retro footie annual using stories,
interviews and pictures taken directly
from Shoot! Magazine from the 60s, 70s O — -
& 80s. TLACHTEE L\ Sl
BritainOs top footballers of the moment,
often accompanied by the loving missus,
are shown in all their garish glory (kind
of living testament to mad and bad
football haircuts) whether it be while
mowing the lawn, practising their golf
swings, decorating the kitchen or
celebrating big wins in the communal team bath. We sometimes even get to see them on
the pitch looking podgy in simple pre-sponsor traditional kits. Plenty of familiar faces as
youOve never seen them before (or at least not since you were a nipper).

Featuring prominently in the book is the Ofocus onO section where we learn about playersO
favourite food, team they supported as a boy, biggest drag in the game, person in the
world theyOd most like to meet etc.

Sam AllardyceOs miscellaneous dislikes include the taxman (surprising, eh?). Alan
HansenOs professional ambition was to have a long Scottish international career. Joe
RoyleOs best country visited is Israel & Stan BowlesO chosen occupation other than pro
footballer would have been bookmaker. George BestOs favourite singer was Lulu and
Jack Charlton lists guns amongst his miscellaneous likes. Brian Little wants to meet the
Queen. Imaginative stuff!

Other highlights include Bobby MooreOs take on that ghastly nightmare in Bogota (Ol
managed to keep cheerful thanks to FA officials on-the-spot, who stayed with me even
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while | was under house arrestO), a You Are The Ref column compiled by Stan Lover,
some Straight Shooting from Jimmy Greaves in which he reveals he always put his left
boot on first, not out of superstition but because it took him a little longer to get
comfortable. Plus, there is a showbiz stars segment - did you realise Lovelace Watkins
was a Man City fan? Heard of the Goal Girl 070 Contest? Read how the judges got the
rare chance to see dolly birds in soccer Kit.

As it says on the cover, brace yourself for the most exciting football event since 1966!

Add your comment.
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To Buy Or Not to Buy Season Tickets
July 29th, 2007 By John Nicholson

Being a season ticket holder is sometimes &
held as a symbol of a fans commitment to '
a club. When you are prepared to invest
so much money, upfront, it is an act of

S A ar oILT
faith in the club. It says you care. 2D urers SULAEER . ‘\g
— UGA

NINETEEM
=2

The clubs have always been quick to tell
us that they want everyone to get their
season tickets as soon as the old season
ends so that they have money to use in
the transfer market. They expect fans to cough up again, usually without actually giving
the fans any reason to do so, apart from that tug on their heart strings, that loyalty test.

If your club is mostly packed out most of the time, the only chance of seeing a game is to
get your season ticket. But that doesnOt apply to most clubs. Indeed, as the season
progresses, and as crowds dwindle in parallel to the dwindling quality of football on
show, at some clubs, pricing initiatives are often brought in, making it cheaper to just
turn up on the day, especially when you account for the fact that many season ticket
holders canOt go to every home game due to some other commitments or because they
have to do shift work. So that money is often effectively lost.

ItOs never been less true that Premiership clubs need season ticket money to put transfer
money into their coffers when they are stoned immaculate on the heavy dope of TV
money.

And if you support the 30% of Premiership clubs who no one wants to watch very often
such as Blackburn, Wigan, Middlesbrough, Birmingham, Fulham, Manchester City or
Bolton, almost no game will be a sell out in the coming season, so you can pretty much
pick up a ticket for any game that takes your fancy. And all other clubs apart from the

top four will have tickets available for many games simply because not every home game
sells out.
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In order to further bully fans and punish non season ticket holders, a lot of schemes
exist to give priority to season ticket holders for cup games and finals etc. This is
presented as a reward to the loyal fans but more cynically is also a way to force the hand
of the fan at the start of the season into parting with a lot of money for a product of
unknown and almost certainly variable quality.

Of course, football isnOt a product like any other but there is nonetheless some
disgruntlement amongst fans who feel that they are a milk cow having their udders
furiously pulled for all they are worth. Like politicians who only turn up when they want
your vote, clubs often only woo fans when they want them to renew their season ticket.

All the promises of Osignificant® summer signings that come out in early June are all
intended to get fans to believe next season will be a great one but often prove to be false.

The pricing of tickets finally became an issue last season and prices were reduced at
some of the clubs that no one wants to watch b though | bet season ticket holders were
not sent a refund for effectively over-paying up front B commitment is all too often a one
way street in football and fans, many having given decades of support and money, are
rewarded by poor quality football played by uncommitted players who stay 18 months
before moving on and are then berated by the club for being too quiet or not being
supportive enough. But true fans are in it for the long term; theyOre in it for their whole
lives. Longer than any player, manager, chairman or owner will be at the club. Without
the fans, no club would exist, though many act as though they could do.

What would clubs do if no one bought season tickets? Do the upfront purchases of a
whole season of tickets make the club complacent? If fans withheld their money until
they felt as though the team and the club deserved it would it motivate the club,
manager and team to put in more effort? To try harder and to play better? tOs
impossible to tell but itOd be a good experiment to try.

Add your comment.
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Book Review: Provided You DonOt Kiss Me: 20 Years With Brian
Clough
August 28th, 2007 By Lonnie Smetana

With former protZgZs like Martin OONeill, Roy Keane
and Stuart Pearce managing at the top-levels of

English football, Brian CloughOs name continues to p;gg‘s“ DED

swirl around the game that he was a part of for the TOU DON'T
e e -
bulk of his life. Often the most mentioned aspect of K155 T;‘l <

CloughOs career in football is that he took an
unfashionable, regional clubs like Nottingham
Forest to two successive European Cup victories. A
recent book by journalist Duncan Hamilton attempts
to cast a wider spotlight on the life and career of
Brian Clough.

Hamilton became acquainted with Clough through his football reporting for the
Nottingham Evening Post and their association lasted for well over a decade. Hamilton
was invited into CloughOs inner circle and both benefited from the relationship. Clough
found himself a ghostwriter to publish columns in the papers and Hamilton found a
source of quotes and extra cash. ThatOs not to say that the relationship was sycophantic
merely convenient. The two did share some common roots and developed a genuine
friendship as well.

As | read HamiltonOs book, | was at times bored by the repetition of his repeating
CloughOs character traits and habits. For example, it is repeated several times that

Clough and the English FA would not have been able to co-exist had he been named
England manager. These bits are rehashed through the book and while they could be
eliminated and the book streamlined, | came to realize that this was not to be taken as a
start-to-finish chronological story. HamiltonOs book is like sitting down for a pint with

an uncle who wants to regale you with stories of the Ogood old daysO, he may have a start
and end point in mind but itOs really the bits in between that are important. Hamilton is

a good storyteller and it does not hurt that his material is golden.
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CloughOs era came and went before | started following the game but in the videos IOve
seen, he was always a showman and the book is one more stage on which he stars. We
get to learn of his time as a player, in which he was a deadly finisher for Middlesbrough
and Sunderland (251 goals in 273 appearances) before his career was cut short by a
severe knee injury. We get to follow Clough through his managerial career starting with
Hartlepool, then leading Derby to the First Division title.

During his time with Derby, there was one incident that reverberates into recent football
happenings. Derby reached the semi-finals of the European Cup but were knocked out
by Juventus 3-1 on aggregate in very controversial circumstances. It later emerged that
the West German referee had received gifts from the Italian side before the match. |
found it quite ironic (and sad) considering JuventusO recent banishment from the Serie
A for essentially the same thing.

Clough would eventually claim the European Cup with Forest but not before a short, ill-
advised and roundly unsuccessful stint as manager of Leeds United. It was a shocking
move considering CloughOs outspoken criticism of former manager Don Revie and his
teamOs playing style.

Shortly after his appointment Clough infamously told the Leeds players that they should
throw all their medals in the bin, since theyOd won them unfairly.

Controversy was certainly no stranger to Clough and thatOs one of the things the book
fails to deal with completely. It is well known that Clough developed a severe drinking
problem while at Nottingham Forest and Hamilton does well to document the downfall.
One has to wonder if it was simply intimidation that kept Hamilton and others from
saying anything to Clough about his heavy drinking.

The controversy that was not talked about much was the ObungsO scandal that emerged
in the early 1990s. Clough was alleged to have been receiving illegal payments during
transfer negotiations and making illegal payments to players. However, due to CloughOs
declining health when the case was put together, he was never formally charged by the
FA. Hamilton scarcely mentions the situation and it leaves you wondering what he
knows, if anything. Even if it would just be a mention of Oln my time, | heard nothing of



illegal paymentsO, it would at least give the sense that Hamilton was not trying to sweep
the issue under the rug to protect an old friend.

The book of course ends on a sad note, as Clough passed away in 2004 at the age of 69
from stomach cancer. Hamilton gives us a look into his life outside of football and a true
sense of the man and not just the football personality. While Clough is described by
Hamilton as Ofrightening® and OobstreperousO, he also shows us that he was a kind and
generous person who campaigned for coal minerOs rights and helped people out when
they were down on their luck. He was a complex personality and fittingly the book gives
ample time and space to all sides of the man.

Overall, HamiltonOs perspective is interesting because he was truly there for most of
these famous moments and Clough often confided in him but at the same time he was
meant to be a neutral observer. It is a fascinating serious of intertwined anecdotes and
Hamilton takes time to comment on the differences in the game from when he first
started reporting up until the time he gave it up to pursue Current affairs and political
journalism. I highly recommend it to anyone interested in the history of the English
game or to those simply interested in reading about one of footballOs celebrity names
that will continue to be mentioned for years to come.

Add your comment.
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More Foreign Stars Leaving EPL Than Arriving
September 1st, 2007 By The Gaffer

Another summer transfer window has come and gone.
Last August, we were salivating at the prospect of all of
those Italian World Cup heroes coming to play in
England for large amounts of dosh. Most of them were
players from Juventus, yes, but we were told there
would be an exodus. There wasnOt.

This past transfer window that just concluded had the
same hype about it. Names were tipped such as
Ronaldinho, Riquelme, Adriano, Alves, Villa and many
others. None of them arrived.

Instead not one foreign superstar joined an English club this transfer window from a

club outside Britain. The closest we got was Elano from Shakhtar Donetsk to Man City
(hardly a star, but a great signing indeed) and Juliano Belletti from Barcelona to Chelsea
(an aging right back).

Leaving England for foreign shores were too world-class international players: Arjen
Robben and Gabriele Heinze. While both players have been plagued by injuries, they
were untouchable in the Premier League when they were on top of their game.

Coincidentally, Robben and Heinze have both headed to Real Madrid N the club that
bought the biggest foreign star to leave England during the August 2006 transfer
window: Ruud van Nistelrooy.

While England may feature the worldOs most popular sports league, the Premier League
isnOt as appealing to star players as Spain and Italy. Part of the reason is the style of play
in those countries where players have more time on the ball and matches, for the most
part, feature more skillful moments. The other part is the foreign stars feel more at

home in a mediterranean country than England.
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The only thing that can bring in more foreign stars from outside Britain is money. And
even money doesnOt guarantee anything.

Add your comment.
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Sky Sports Transfer Deadline Coverage a Joke
September 1st, 2007 By The Gaffer

Watching Through The Night from Sky Sports,

their nightly sport news show, is usually an

enjoyable experience. But Friday nightOs episode

on the final night of the August transfer window Emms
was so full of hype and nonsense that | had a

sickly feeling in the pit of my stomach.

The show was on Sky Sports from 11pm to

midnight UK time, but was shown slightly tape-delayed (as it always is) in the US on Fox
Soccer Channel from 7-8pm ET.With the transfer window closing at midnight, the Sky
news announcers were foaming at the prospect of a major signing being unveiled on the
show. Except that a major signing never happened.

Instead, what we got was laughable. Across the crawl at the very bottom of the screen,
the words OBreaking News: Shefki Kugi joinsFulham from Crystal PalaceO were the
biggest Oscoop.O The Sky Sports news announcers kept on going to their reporter
standing outside West HamOs Boleyn Ground to see if any major deal had been done at
the eleventh hour. It hadnOt.

| felt sorry for the reporter standing outside the ground in the middle of the night with
nothing of substance to report. But the problem was all Sky and their building up of the
hype to grab the viewerOs attention. The danger is when nothing happens N as it did last
night N the hype falls flat on its face.

It would have been better for Sky to report on the news as they usually do, but only
break in when huge transfer signing announcements were announced. But for Sky, that
would be too boring in their books.

Add your comment.
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Exorbitant Ticket Prices Fuels Arsenal®s Success
September 25th, 2007 By The Gaffer

Britain and the United States do share a
common language, but there are times
when words donOt translate so well
between both countries. Such is the case
yesterday whenArsenal announced a
record $400 million in turnover. ThatOs
OturnoverO® meaning revenue, not number
of jobs in and out of a football club.

Out of the $400 million in revenue,

Arsenal announced that they achieved operating
profits of over $100 million.

While the number is staggering N and

ArsenalArsenal supporters. definitely patted themselves on the back, as well they should for
managing the club in a very efficient manner N one group of people got left out of the picture. An
enormous group, that is: the

In the 17 page financial document from Arsenal Holdings which describes the earnings
in the 2006/2007 season, the supporters are only thanked once in the very last
paragraph of a letter from Arsenal chairman Peter Hill-Wood.

Last season Arsenal was the most expensive football ticket in the Premier League with a
top price of $184 per ticket to watch the likes of Chelseg Man United and others play at
the Emirates Stadium.

In comparison, this yearOs most expensive ticket aArsenal (per todayOs exchange rate) is
$189. Despite the scandalously high ticket prices, season tickets toArsenal are sold out
and the waiting list comprises 40,000 people. This for a stadium that has a capacity of
60,000.
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While Arsenal is to be applauded for the brand of attacking football theyOd played this
season and their business decisions off the pitch, 10d like to see more gratitude shown by
the club in the press and on their website to the fans that paid hard-earned money. After

all, Arsenal brings in an average of more than $6 million per game and much of that is
due to the supporters.

Add your comment.
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07/08 Ticket prices for Premier League Clubs
September 26th, 2007 By The Gaffer

As youOre sitting at home watching
Premier League, spare a thought for
the punters who are paying
significant amounts to watch their
home team play. How much? Scroll
through the prices below to see the
top prices for each category of
matches.

Category A matches are usually
those versus the big four (although
some clubs will expand that to
include local derbies, etc). Category B is typically your lower-position teams. Click on
the clubOs name to find out the full details.

The only club where | was unable to find accurate information was Wigan Athletic , who
N despite the fact that their club website proclaims theyOre Othe home of the best value
football in the PremiershipO N fail to conveniently list their prices for the season.

The prices indicated show the highest and lowest for each category. For example, the
lowest price for a category A ticket atArsenal is £46, while the highest is £94.

Arsenal: £94/£46 (A), £66/£32 (B)

Aston Villa: £35/£20 (A), £33/£19 (B), £31/£15 (W)

Birmingham City : £48/£35 (AA), £15/£15 (C)

Blackburn Rovers: £35/£25 (A), £20/£15 (B)

Bolton Wanderers: £39/£31 (A+), £36/£28 (A), £32/£24 (B), £29/£21 (C)

Chelsea £53/£48 (Premier League), £36/£35 (Champions League), £25/£25 (FA Cup),
£20/£20 (League Cup).

Derby County: £44/£33 (AA), £42/£31 (A&B), £40/£29 (C&D)

Everton: £34/£28 (versus Middlesbrough , 9/30/07)
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Fulham: £50/£35 (A), £45/£30 (B), £38/£25 (C)

Liverpool : £36/£34 (A), £34/£32 (B)

Manchester City: £34/£28 (A), £30/£25 (B), £26/£21 (C)
Manchester United: £44/£12.50

Middlesbrough : £32/£24 (versus Chelseg 10/20/07)
Newcastle United: £45/26 (A), £40/23 (B), £36/20 (C)
Portsmouth : £41/£34

Reading: £41/£39 (platinum), £38/£36 (gold), £34/£32 (silver)
Sunderland: £30/£25 (A), £25/£20 (B)

Tottenham Hotspur : £71/£39 (A), £52/£32 (B), £42/£27 (C)
West Ham United: £61/£43 (A), £49/£34 (B)

Wigan Athletic : ?/? (A), ?/? (B), £15/£15 (C)

Easiest ticket price structures to understand: Manchester United and

Portsmouth (no categories, just one set price depending on the area of the ground where
your seats are).

Fairest ticket pricing structure (fairest not cheapest): Chelseafor breaking
down ticket prices for the different types of competitions: Premier League, Champions
League, FA Cup and League Cup.

Most complicated ticket price structure: Bolton with four different price
structures. Chelseahas four, too, but theirs is easier to understand. For Bolton, youOd
have to cross-reference the fixtures to find out which ones are considered AA, A, B and
C.

Most difficult club websites to find ticket prices:

¥ Birmingham (not available except on a match-by-match basis)
¥ Everton (you have to log into their e-ticketing service to find ticket prices for

each match; even then, itOs not easy to find prices without having to click several
times)

¥ Liverpool (very difficult to find; | found the information on their version of their
website optimized for mobile phones)
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¥ Middlesbrough (ticket price page lists season ticket prices only, and you have to
log into their e-ticketing service to find ticket prices for each match; even then,
itOs not easy to find prices without having to click several times)

¥ Wigan (another club guilty of using the e-ticketing service, which is absolutely
awful)

Notes:
¥ Ticket prices are for adult non-members and doesnOt include corporate sections
or sports bars prices (i.e. Newcastle).
¥ Prices are subject to change (as they often do) and are accurate as of September
26, 2007.

Add your comment.
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Could the US TV Audience for EPL Surpass UK?
September 27th, 2007 By The Gaffer

During the 2006/2007 season, the average UK TV audience
for a Premier League match was 1.18 million, according to
the industry newsletter TV Sports Markets.

This compares with an average US TV audience of
approximately 300,000 people watching a Premier League
match on Fox Soccer Channel.

While thereOs a significant gap between the two numbers, it
isnOt inconceivable that the United States may surpass the UK
in the number of viewers watching Premier League matches.
Of course, the US population is far greater than the UK (300 million compared to 60
million). But the groundswell of interest in the US for the English Premier League is
taking many, myself included, by surprise.

When the TV rights for the Premier League next become available for bidding N in a few
years time N itOll be interesting to see if ESPN becomes involved in the negotiations.
Despite the success of Fox Soccer Channel, it would take an ESPN to bring the game to
the masses and to push the TV audience figures to over the 1.18 million mark such as in
the UK.

An ideal situation would be to have ESPN, Fox Soccer Channel and Setanta Sports
sharing the broadcasts of the games, so ESPN could show live matches during low TV
rating hours (early morning Saturday kickoffs, for example), while Fox and Setanta
would continue to share the rest of the spoils. Impossible you say? | think not.

However, of most importance is the entertainment level on the pitch. As long as we can
continue to see so many exciting matches throughout the season, the league will sell
itself in America. Already this season, weOve seen enthralling encounters between
Fulham and Manchester City, Man United and Chelseg Fulham and Spurs, Liverpool
and Chelseg Portsmouth v Bolton, Spurs againstArsenal, and many more.
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LetOs just hope we donOt see the dark period of English football that we encountered last
Autumn where the quality of football was dismal. This time around, | donOt see it
happening. With Chelseafaltering, Man United has a fight to try to retain the Premier
League trophy. And with the emergence of Man City and Aston Villa as new hopes of
beating some of the top four teams (as theyOve proven already), right now everything is
on target to make this one of the more interesting seasons in recent memory.

Add your comment.
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Shaking Off The OSoccer Is For FagsO Insults
October 9th, 2007 By The Gaffer

Many people look back to the 19800s as a golden u .
age, but for soccer fans living in the United -
States, it was a quagmire. Not only that, but it
was also a very difficult experience admitting you
were a soccer fan in those years.

If you were fortunate, you could probably see five
to six live matches on TV each year. Nowaways,
itOs not uncommon to see that many in one day.

To me, the eighties were a very hateful time to be
a soccer fan. During high school, | often heard the
expression that soccer was Ofor fags.O It was one
of those situations where oftentimes it was better
to ignore the conversation than try to debate it.
Atfter all, when youOre the minority, how do you reply to such a derogatory statement like
that?

i

What may surprise some people is that the expression is still used quite often in the US
(but not nearly as much as in the 80s). See examplesere, here and here.

The problem with soccer in the eighties was just as the sport was making small
breakthroughts into being accepted, the hooliganism problem had an extremely negative
effect on the sport in the United States. IOm not sure how many Brits realize how Heysel
and Hillsborough hurt the growth of the sport in the United States. Not that they would
care as the focus would have been on grieving for the lost ones and making dramatic
changes in the UK to ensure that similar incidents would never happen again.

In the last few years, | finally feel like | belong as a soccer fan in the United States. No
longer am | ridiculed for enjoying soccer. No longer am | accused. Instead, thanks to
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sites such as this one and many others, | can share my passion and discuss the sport
(and league) with like-minded people across the US and around the world.

That said, soccer is still a difficult subject to bring up in social circles in America. For
example, this week IOm at an Internet marketing conference in Florida. Anytime | bring
up the word OsoccerO in conversations (discussing my network of sites), itOs guaranteed
to be a conversation stopper. ThereOs that awkward silence when people donOt know
what to say because they have nothing of interest to say about the sport.

Add vour comment.
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Top 20 Biggest Pitches in the Premier League
October 22nd, 2007 By The Gaffer

EPL Talk has researched the
sizes of football pitches in the
Premier League and ranked
them according to the largest
pitches to smallest. Some of
the findings may surprise you.

For example, Tottenham Os
White Hart Lane has always been renowned for its small pitch, but did you know that
fellow London club West HamOs pitch is the smallest in the league?

Here are the top 20 pitches ranked in order of size. The large number after the size of
the pitch is calculated by multiplying the length and width of the pitch (in yards):

1. Manchester City, City of Manchester Stadium, 116 x 77 yards, 8932
2. Manchester United, Old Trafford, 116 x 76 yards, 8816

3. Blackburn Rovers, Ewood Park, 115 x 76 yards, 8740

4. Everton, Goodison Park, 112 x 78 yards, 8736

5. Aston Villa, Villa Park, 114 x 75 yards, 8550
6
7
8
9

. Middlesbrough, Riverside, 114 x 75 yards, 8550

. Arsenal, Emirates Stadium, 114 x 74 yards, 8436

. Derby County, Pride Park, 114 x 74 yards, 8436

. Reading, Madjeski Stadium, 111 x 76 yards, 8436
10. Sunderland, Stadium of Light, 114 x 74 yards, 8436
11. Wigan Athletic, JJB Stadium, 114 x 74 yards, 8436
12. Portsmouth, Fratton Park, 115 x 73 yards, 8395
13. Chelseag Stamford Bridge, 110 x 75 yards, 8250
14. Fulham, Craven Cottage, 110 x 75 yards, 8250
15. Liverpool, Anfield, 110 x 75 yards, 8250
16. Birmingham City, St. Andrews, 110 x 74 yards, 8140
17. Newcastle United, St. JamesOs Park, 110 x 73 yards, 8030
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18. Tottenham Hotspur , White Hart Lane, 110 x 73 yards, 8030
19. Bolton Wanderers, Reebok Stadium, 110 x 72 yards, 7920
20. West Ham United, Boleyn Ground, 110 x 70 yards, 7700

Looking at the stadiums, the difference in size betweenWest HamOs pitch and
Manchester CityOs one is quite dramaticwest HamOs Boleyn Ground is seven yards
narrower (21 feet) and six yards shorter (18 feet).

Many questions can be drawn from the facts above. For example, what sort of impact
doesWest HamOs narrow pitch have on their playing style? Despite the narrow pitch,
past players such as Martin Peters, Joe Cole and Alan Devonshire didnOt seem to have
too many challenges.

Parting fact: Out of the 20 pitches in the Premier League, the average size is 112.4 x 74.4
yards, measuring an average size of 8373.4.

Add your comment.
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Book Review: Up Pompey by Chuck Culpepper
October 23rd, 2007 By Atlanta Pompey

Up Pompey: A Clueless American Sportswriter Bumbles Through English Football by
Chuck Culpepper; Orion Books(UK Only)

| think it is hard being a fan.

When | first heard about this book, | wanted to read it because it was about my team.
After | read it, | realized that it was not about Pompey, but about the journey of a man
from a trained, neutral observer of all things sports in America to a supporter of a team
heOd never heard of playing a sport heOd hardly ever noticed.

Chuck Culpepper moved to London after getting married. Twice-nominated for the
Pulitzer Prize, Chuck had become the London correspondent for his Los Angeles-based
newspaper and was looking for stories. It was his ear that first brought his attention to
Pompey. | can relate because the Pompey Chimes caught my attention as well.

The book is laid out chronologically. His journey begins near the end of the 2005-06

season as Pompey is struggling to avoid relegation. Known as OThe Great EscapeO, Harry
Redknapp had returned from coaching the Scummers to savePortsmouth. They would

go on to finish 17th, thus avoiding the drop. The passion of those fans caught Chuck
CulpepperOs attention as he had never experienced American fans cheering for a team at
the bottom of the table. His travels took him to several premiership matches, but it was
always the Pompey fans that kept him coming back, either to watchPortsmouth on the

road or to visit Fratton Park.

Who knew a blue bear could be so important?

Being an observant sportswriter, Chuck noticed a blue bear riding the train to Fratton
Park. Okay, honestly, most of us would have noticed a blue bear. How could you not?
After introducing himself, they spoke briefly and parted ways, except that you could spot
him from across the stadium. Meeting him at several other matches, Chuck would go on
to get adopted by this blue bear. This blue bear would teach him about the history and
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traditions of Fratton Park, the Pompey faithful, and most importantly how to handle a

few beers in the pub before the match. It was this blue bear who would finally give him
permission to use the word OweO when referring to Pompey. Sportswriters donOt tailgate
in America, but supporters in England must go to the pub before the match.

This book is aimed at the English Football Supporter that doesnOt understand how
different sports are in America. As an American, it was fascinating to read his
explanations of all the strange things we do in our sports. Comparing Manchester City

and the Los Angeles Clippers is a great explanation, although as he points out, at least
Manchester City has won something.

Written with self-deprecating humor, Chuck CulpepperOs bumbling adventure through
the landscape of English football, from not understanding why he canOt walk up and buy
a ticket to trying to figure out why someone would wear a blue bear suit not only to the
match but to the pub before AND after a match, will show you just how we Americans
view English football close up. What he came to realize was that he had missed all of the
emotions involved in being a fan. ThatOs why itOs so hard to be a fan.

You canpurchase this book on Amazon.co.uk | highly recommend the book, giving it 8

chimes out of 8, two paws up (blue of course), and canOt wait for the American version
due next spring.

Add your comment.
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Why CanOt Soccer Stadiums Be More Like Retro Baseball Parks?
October 25th, 2007 By The Gaffer

posting isnOt intentionally meant
to be blasphemous. 1tOs meant to
stir debate.

No, the headline to this blog H [I

The debate is whether soccer
clubs, especially in England,
would be better off borrowing
some of the concepts of stadium
designs from baseball
organizations in the United
States?

For example, instead of English clubs such asEverton, Portsmouth and Liverpool
building brand-new stadiums (as theyOre planning on doing) that look nothing like their
former grounds, why not build retro stadiums that harken back to the past such as
baseball parks like Baltimore OriolesOs Camden Yards and Texas RangersOs Rangers
Ballpark have done?

What those baseball parks have done, as well as many other baseball organizations have
copied, is build parks that adopt designs that remind baseball fans of the past. Just

being in these parks is a pleasant experience combining the best of modern
conveniences and easy-access in and out of parks with the look and feel of glorious
designs from previous decades.

In the case ofEverton, and to a lesser extentPortsmouth and Liverpool, the clubs have
designed plans for modern stadiums that look predictable, boring and unimaginative.
EvertonOs proposed stadium in Kirkby looks like any other modern plastic ground in the
Premier League such asMiddlesbrough Os RiversideBolton Os Reebok Stadium, ReadingOs
Madjeski Stadium and so on and so forth.
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Clubs such asEverton, Portsmouth and Liverpool would be better suited selecting
different architects who could design modern grounds that allow for larger capacities

but feature designs that look similar to Goodison Park, Anfield and Fratton Park. For
Portsmouth , why not incorporate the mock Tudor style design of their one entranceway
into the design of the new ground? For EvertonOs new stadium, why not borrow some of
the design techniques from Goodison Park architect Archibald Leitch such as the two-
tier design of the Gwladys Street End or his famous gables?

The architects for the new Anfield stadium, at the behest of owners Gillett and Hicks,
will incorporate a design that makes the new Kop a large part of the stadium design. But
what are the plans for the Shankly Gates and the Hillsborough memorial, and is there a
way for Liverpool to design the outside of the ground in such a way that is a fitting
tribute to Shankly, Paisley and the people who died at Hillsborough?

What older stadiums in England have right now is identity. OThe Grand Old Lady,O as
Goodison Park is nicknamed, looks like no other ground in the Premier League and,
although antiquated, is one of the finest stadiums in the country. Craven Cottage,
despite tiny, is one of the most unique stadiums in the world with its cottage nestled into
the corner of the ground and the Johnny Haynes stand from the early part of the 20th
century still being the focal point of the ground.

The tragedy is that in a few years time, the only retro stadium that will be in existence in
the Premier League isFulham Os Craven Cottage. All of the other clubs will feature
copycat plastic stadiums (with Blackburn and West Ham being the only two clubs that
feature one part of their grounds with a very old and antiquated stand).

Add your comment.
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What Premier League Clubs Can Learn From Baseball
November 17th, 2007 By Kent Darcy

Why donOt football clubs
employ baseball models (i.e.
sabermetrics) for evaluating
talent? As a football and
baseball junkie, IOm more
than aware of the fact that
both sports are entirely
different. But, it seems to me
that baseball is on to
something when clubs like the
AQOs and Twins (and many others) are able to evaluate talent aside from Othe nameO of a
player and able to save marginal revenue by signing Player X (70% as good as Player Y,
1/25th the price) over Player Y (Better than Player X to be sure, but W-A-Y more
expensive)El could give you scores of examples, but hope that you see where IOm going.

IOve been wondering lately, why more football clubs donOt employ methods a fesenal
or Manchester United Portsmouth or Blackburn? Or, do they and IOm not aware of it?
No, not buying the highest priced youngsters on the market, but buying reasonably
priced youngsters on the market. or, better yet,

Of course there are OcanOt missO players like Ronaldo or Essien that always fall to the
clubs with money. But, most clubs in Europe canOt afford those players. That they try to
compete with the signings of the biggest clubs in Europe is just stupid; itOs also
economically impossible. Think Sevilla or Villarreal try to compete with Real Franco or
Barcelona with money? Hell no, they find inequalities in the system and untapped
resources (i.e. failed Premiership players). So, where in the hell are the majority of
Premiership clubs with this approach?

This to me seems oh-so-obvious, especially when one considers the fact that football has
a player pool massively larger than baseball and spread throughout the globe. IOm mean
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all the freaking money in England (or Europe) right now and why aren®Ot more teams
scouting Argentina, Chile, Brazil, Africa, or Asia for players as good as Lee Bowyer or

Pick-Your- Fulham-Or-Boro-Player for less money and more upside?

IOm aNest Ham fan. For the life of me | canOt figure out whywest Ham (i.e. a club with
status for its football academy) would ever sign players like Dyer, Parker, Solano,
Ljungberg, Boa Morte, and Neill. Yeah, these guys are okay, but theyOre injury prone
and/or old(er) and/or not THAT much better than youthful depth. Hell, 10d take

youthful depth from Championship sides and an Anderson or Babel over the lot that |
just gave you. | mean, is a squad assembled aPortsmouth or Blackburn THAT difficult
to figure out? No, not itOs not. And | tell you what, when an American fan watching from
afar and reading his World-Soccer-Daily-inspired Four Four Two can see and predict
teamsO stupid signingsEwellEthatOs saying something.

It seems to me that a hell of a void is out there when it comes to assessing value for
production and most Premiership sides are not doing a very good job of using their
sizeable resources to properly assemble a competitive side.

Add your comment.
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Jack Bell is a Wanker
November 24th, 2007 By The Gaffer

New York Times soccer
columnist Jack Bell has
written a column regarding

how the sun has set on

Enaglish soccer. But rather

than use his column to focus
on criticizing (deservedly so)

the England national team, its A __’u]' ‘lﬂ 0x \r\ l;;

tactics, Steve McClaren and

the Football Association, Bell
unbelievably decides to take
some jabs at the Premier League and Fox Soccer Channel.

According to Bell, OThe Fox Soccer Channel, an otherwise invaluable resource for live
Premier League, Serie A and other leagues from around the world (not to mention
Major League Soccer matches) compounds this problem. FSC, part of Rupert
MurdochOs media empire, seems forever locked in an embrace of the Union Jack,
obviously because MurdochOs Sky Sports has the domestic rights to E.P.L. games.

So what do we get over here? Endless highlights of the English game, replete with
announcers with English or Scottish accents, speaking in what they claim are soccer
terms N pitch, kit, football, gaffer, brace, tapping up N but are really creeping
Britishism.

For all its value, which is not to be underestimated or denigrated, FSC should be more,

much more, to the game in North America. It is oh-so-easy to push a couple of buttons

and dump highlights on viewers, thatOs fine. Why canOt FSC ween itself from all things
England and do a better job covering the sport in the United States?0
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Since Jack Bell has a disdain for using British terms to describe different aspects of
soccer, letOs use an English term that describes Bell and examine why the New York
Times writer is a wanker:

First, thereOs a massive reason why Fox Soccer Channel covers the Premier League
(other than the vastly sum it pays for the TV rights each season). The quality of play in
the league far surpasses Major League Soccer. The EPL is the most popular sports
league in the world for a reason. [tOs much more entertaining.

Second, Rupert Murdoch and his Sky Sports corporation does own some of the domestic
TV rights to the Premier League in the United Kingdom, but that has no relevance why
Fox Soccer Channel shows the matches in the States. Buying the TV rights in the United
States to show the Premier League has nothing to do with England. Fox, even though
theyOre part of the same global corporation that Murdoch runs, has to win the U.S. rights
fair and square.

Third, Fox Soccer Channel does an admirable job of covering Major League Soccer after
paying a large sum of money this season for coverage of MLS matches.

Fourth, most Premier League matches are played in the morning hours or early
afternoon during the midweek, so Fox Soccer Channel doesnOt favor Premier League
coverage over Major League Soccer in terms of timeslots. What does Bell expect Fox to
do on Saturday and Sunday mornings? Show reruns of Major League Soccer??

Bell later tries to make another point in his column by saying OThe on-air personalities
at FSC were as crestfallen over EnglandOs elimination as the thousands of fans who
trudged home from Wembley last Wednesday after the Croatia game. But FSCOs
viewership is hardly composed exclusively of expatriates.O

True, expats are a sizeable and influential percentage of the Fox viewership but the
majority are true-blooded American viewers. What Bell fails to realize however is that
there are many Americans who watch Fox who support the England national team. Sure
they want the United States to succeed too, but many of them feel an affinity to England
after watching many of their rising stars since Fox started showing the Premier League
in the late 90s.



Rather than criticizing the Fox Soccer Channel for its favoritism toward the Premier
League over Major League Soccer, maybe Bell and The New York Times should focus on
how they can improve their coverage of Major League Soccer? The New York Times has
28 different podcasts. Not one of them is focused on soccer.

Add your comment.
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Memo to Fox Soccer Channel: 5 Ways to Improve FSC
November 25th, 2007 By The Gaffer

The reaction to Jack BellOs colummand the lively debate this
past weekend in the comments section got me thinking. A lot
of the debate is whether Fox Soccer Channel should target
the die-hard soccer fan as a viewer or the mainstream
American who may only have a passing interest in the sport.

® nFox*t
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It may be hard to digest. After all, we spend so much time watching the channel that we
feel as if we can have an important say into what the network should or shouldnOt show.
But itOs really the advertisers who have the clout. Sure, the viewers are important. After
all, without them, thereOd be no viewing figures for Fox to share with its prospective
advertisers.

My answer is that itOs neither. Fox Soccer Channel is trying to
please the advertisers, not the fans.

Regarding BellOs comments that heOd rather have American personalities on Fox Soccer
Channel so the network can avoid the Britishisms in its speech, thatOs ridiculous. Rather
than make it a debate about whether to use English announcers or American, it should

be whoever provides the best quality coverage, not their nationality.

DonOt forget that Fox has tried MLS shows in the past. MLS Wrap with John Harkes and
Sean Wheelock bombed although the concept was good. The first episode of OMLS
Saturday on FoxO with Todd Grisham, meanwhile, was an abortion which was the fault
of the production crew and not the wrestling announcer.

If Fox does want to improve their network, here are five recommendations:
1. Leave the TWI feeds of the Premier League matches as they are and

donOt cut in with your FSC personalities immediately as the half-time
whistle or full-time whistle blows. YouOre currently not adding any value by doing
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this and a couple of minutes of additional wrap-up from the English commentators would be far

preferred.

2. Trim Fox Football Fone-In from two hours to one. Two hours is just
agonizing. One hour will make the show that much tighter.

3. Make Fox Football Fone-In a debate show and less glitzy. Keep Steven
Cohen and replace Nick Webster with someone thatOs more opinionated and less
smarmy.

4. Create a weekly football analysis show. Fox desperately needs a thinking

manOs show that dives deep into match and player analysis, which will help
educate the viewers on the technical aspects of the game. The show will also give
the viewers an opportunity to hear intelligent debate about meaty topics and
learn more about the history of the game at the same time. Two hosts spring to
mind: Bobby McMahon and Christopher Sullivan (although the latter needs to
be reigned in to keep him more focused).

5. Put Super Sunday + out of its misery. The show didnOt work on a Saturday
and it doesnOt work on a Sunday either. Possibly the best thing going for it is the
set and thatOs really sad.

Bonus Tip: Develop a MLS show that is quality. Maybe itOs time to call
Sean Wheelock again and pair him up with someone else to make this formula
work. | agree with Bell that a news and highlights show is needed to create more
interest in the league.

Add your comment.
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